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“If by killing us you could redeem Ethiopia from
poverty, we then accept your action as a
blessing”

Pnme Mimster Tsehafe T'ezaz Aklilu Habtewold’s comment
before being taken away to be shot to death on 24 November 1974,
together with sixty other former officials of Emperor Haile
Selassie’s government.

(Recounted by Aro Ketema Yifru, Mudaye, First Year, No. 12, December
1992)



Preface

This is a translation of the political autobiography of the late Pnme
Minister Tsehafe T'ezaz Aklilu Habtewold, which was submitted to the
Commission of Inquiry that was appointed by the leaders of the 1974
revolution. The purpose of this translation is o make Aklilu's memoir
accessible to historians, researchers, and other interested people.

The onginal Amharic manuscript entitied “Report of Prime
Minister Tsehafe T'czaz Aklilu Habtewold, on the request of the Inquiry
Commission,” was written on Meskerem 10, 1967 (September 17, 1974)
while the late Prime Minister was in detention, The fifty-scven pages
mpmiswnmﬂiwmwcwmj«wpb.wimwb-
headings. Tinted with foreign words and expressions (French and
English) the report is a reflection of Aklilu’s erudition. As the statement
was written while the Prime Minister was in the Derg’s prison, hence
without a bold to reference documents, some of Aklilu's views relied on
his memory span, ot times put in a nutshell, (Derg, an Amharic term with
literal meaning committee, is adapted to mean the Coordinating
Committee of the Armed Forces that took over power from the
government of Emperor Haile Sclassic).

In order to help the reader, | have addressed the document in the
following manner.

Wherever | felt that some of the names or phrases written in
foreign languages (¢.g French) are unclear, | translated it word by
word and placed a question mark in square bracket [7].

. “Jankoy" which is repeatedly mentioned in the onginal document
is an Amharic synonym for Emperor Haile Selassie. Throughout
the document an English equivalent of the term, “The Emperor™ is
used.

«  The late Prime Minister often referred to the USSR government as
“Moscow" and its officials as “Moscobite™; | have chosen to usc
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the term “Soviet Union™ to the country and “Russian” to the

official.
= Due to ambivalence in the use of Amharic terms, the interpretation

of cenain words required a phrase or lines of sentences for a

satisfactory explanation while others sufficed with just one word.

Nevertheless, all the topics are translated line by line in accordance

with the original document,

An Ethiopian name consists of the person’s own name, followed

by that of his father, unlike European names where the second name is a
surmame. Thus Ketema Yefru's and Yilma Deressa’s own names are
Ketema and Yilma, and their fathers’ names are Yefru and Deressa. The
patronymic helps w prevent confusion with namesakes. It is quite
correct to refer them simply as Ketema and Yilma without any him of
familiarity, whereas it is a mistake to call them Mr. Yefru or Mr. Deressa
as this creates confusion with their father’s.  Moreover, Ethiopian
religious names are a compound of two words: Wolde Gabnel, for
example, means Son of Saint Gabriel and Haile Sclassic means Power of
the Trinity. In gencral usage, such names are sometimes written as one
word and sometimes as two. In this text such names are printed as one
word. It is a mistake to use either part of such a name alone.

The Ethiopian New Year, Meskerem 1, falls on 11" Scptember
according to the Gregonan calendar, and the system of counting is
between seven and cight years behind the Gregorian calendar. In the
translated version wherever the Ethiopaan calendar is used the Gregorian
equivalent 1s mentioned in square brackets,

Pertinent introductory quotes from the book of the distinguished
Amencan Professor John H Spencer’s ETHIOPIA AT BAY A Personal
Account of the Haile Selassie Years: and Professor Chnstopher
Clapham’s book HAILE SELASSIE'S GOVERNMENT give readers a
foresight into Aklilu's political life narrated herein. A chronological list
of Aklilu’s main appointments and activitics, drawn by Professor John H.
Spencer, is a marvellous illustration of the late Prime Minister's
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commitment to national duty. A list of prominent Ethiopian personalities
that are mentioned in the document is keyed at the end of the document.

Te concentrate merely on the translation is limited to only
background information.

I would like 1o take this opportunity to duly acknowledge the
people who encouraged me to translate the authentic document. Very
special thanks goes to my father, Ao Tedla Abebe, for providing me a
copy of the document. Equally enormous thanks also goes to Weyzero
Tersit Akalework who gave me beautiful pictures and valuable
documents of the late Prime Minister, Aklilu Habtewold. | am very
grateful 10 Professor Sven Rubenson for reading the first draft of the
translation and for useful comments and suggestions he contributed. |
am also indebted to Professor John H. Spencer for the details of Aklilu's
career. which | have listed in the introduction. | sincerely extend my
appreciation to Dr. Tadesse Zerthun who assisted me in translating, and
gave me useful advice in finding the actual meaning and sense of the
Amhanc termunology.

Notwithstanding some difficulties in interpretation, | have
attempted to the best of my ability to maintain the translation in direct
correspondence with the onginal document.

1 want to express my gratitude 10 Addis Ababa University Press
and its cmployces for their professional support and finally for
publishing the book.

Getachew Tedla (PhD)
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia



Introduction

The Provisional Military Government (PMG) took control of the country
from Emperor Haile Sclassie’s administration in 1974, Subsequently,
former govermment officials were detained and a Commission of Inquiry
was set up 10 investigate for abuse of power, cormuption, mismanagerment
and/or maladministration. Some of the officials, including Prime
Minister Aklilu, were interviewed and their statement was made public
on radio and other media. The detained officials were ordered to write
their autobiography emphasizing on their carcer and achicvements as
civil servants. It was then assumed that afier the investigation was
completed, the Inquiry Commission would hand over this matenal 1o the
tribunal. None of the officials were tned, however. In one of the saddest
incidents of Frthiopian history, Pnme Minister Aklilu Habtewold was
executed by the Derg (military junta) on 24 November 1974, along with
sixty other officials of Emperor Haile Selassie’s government.

Aklilu Habtewold was borm on March 12, 1912 His father,
Alega Habtewold Kabtench and his mother Weyzero Yadegdegu Felfelu
were of Bulga descent, from Shewa region. Alega Habtewold was a
devoted clergyman of the Ethuopian Orthodox Church, Aklile was the
youngest son of the Habtewold family. He completed his Amhanc
grammar and Ge'ez studies a1 Saint Raguel Church in Addis Ababa
before he was exposed to modern education. The eldest son, Mekonnen,
who had great Joyalty to Emperor Haile Selassic, was responsible for
educating his two younger brothers. It could be mentioned here that both
of Aklilu's brothers, Mckonnen and Akalework Habtewold, were also
influential officials in the former Imperial Ethiopian Government. Akhilu
was mamed 10 a French lady, Madame V. Collet, whom he met in Pans
whilé presusing his college study. Madam Collet was the source of
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Ahih's:mommmvivddummchdﬁmoﬁhesmww
War. A biography of Aklilu has yet to be written.

Two extracts from important books on the reign of Haile
Sclassie, however, gives us a glimpse of Aklilu’s personality and his role
inlnnguplbcmﬁwwgﬂbwa&adwool«isle:pﬂsion.Oneoflhc
most knowledgeable persons with regard to Ethiopian govemment and
its foreign refations during the period when Aklilu was Forcign Minister
was the distinguished American Professor John H. Spencer. In his book
ETHIOPIA AT BAY- A Personal Account of the Haile Selassie Years
(1984, pp. 115-117) he characterizes Aklilu as follows.

Aklilou was of an average weight and height but with very
broad shoulders which, be claimed, he had developed through
his passion for swansmang. Like his brothers he had the typscal
broaze skin of the Amhara and the Romsan nose. He had spent
yeminﬁwudnet‘unchlyceehmmumm
10 Paris 10 obtain his law degree, which he completed at the
Faculté de Droit ... He was remarkably clear and logical
thinker and a formidable antagonist in cncounters with foreign
repeesentatives, . {He had) keen mund, legal tramning and
powerful memory. ... Aklilou marmed a Freach woman,
Collet, who stoically endured a long penod of ostracism from
2 race-conscious court and who provided him with the Pansian
ambiance 10 which he was so deeply attached. .. Throughout
has life, Aklilou remamned profoundly pro-Fremch. This
attitude was not due, solely, to his background. There was
also the fact that with the exception of the period of the Ialo-
Ethoopran war, France had always supported Fthdopia in her
struggle with the British. Aklilou’s strong French sympathses
ensbled hum intellectually 10 dismiss treason and to look o
France for help in the developing struggles with Botan .
During the decade of the 1960s, his swrongly pro-French
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policies ensured to Etoopia’s benefit in developing French
opposition to the attempts by Somalia to size the Djibouns
terrtory. .. Akhilou’s relation with the Brtish was governed
by 1otal suspicion, & mistrust strangely enhanced 1o a degree
by the cfforts of Ambassador Lascelles 10 master the Ambarnc
language. Despite the grest measure of asssstance exiended 10
Etoopla by the United Stases, Akhlou also remained
mistrustiul of Unated States policies and officaals. .. Aklilou
was in many ways the most Europeanized of all those
surrounding the Emperor. ... He was universally respected for
has quick ineelligence and persuasive discourse, and for the
fact that he never amassed a fortune in office. (Unkike others,
mm.mmwwmuwum
widow had 10 live in France in straighened circumstances). At
the same time, be was rescnted for his greater knowledge of

Europcan psychology, wiles, and designs, and for the
favouritism that the Emperor showed him.

A British specialist on Ethiopian affairs, Professor Chnistopher
Clapham in his book HAILE SELASSIE'S GOVERNMENT (1969, pp.
131-32) has the following to say about Aklilu.

Bitwadad Mekonnen's successor was the Munsster of

Foreign Affairs, Aklile Habte-Wold, who took over as acting

Prme Minister, and was appoited full Prime Minister in

1961. Hus ten years in office have soen the gradual growth of

an institutional premiership, which has owed comparatively

lile 10 waditional organization and techmigees. ... Aklily is

the type of the career civil servant. He came from a Church

famaly, and reached high office under the protection of hus

¢lder and more powerful brother, Mekonnen Habta-Wold. But

his background was very dufferemt from Mekonnmen's for he

was oducated in France and is marmed to a French-woman,

and as a result be is regarded by some as more French than
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more French than those of most of his comemporanes. ... His
European methods naturally suited him for the Minsstry of
Foreign Affairs, which he directed costinuoesly from October
1943 ustil Apnil 1958, He took the leading part in all of the
more important diplomatc negotiations, including the British
Agreement of 1944 and the Federation with Entrea, and was
also on a greal many goverament boards and commissions.
This long comcern with forcign affairs broeght him much im0
contact with the Emperor, but he tied to remain aloof from
intrigues and factions within the government, and be is sid 1©
have been an irrogular anendec at the Council of Ministers
duning his years at Foreign Affsirs. ... He is thus a competent
bt unassertive administrator, coatent 10 improve his position
little by hittle, without trying to upset the balance of power
within the government. He is not comupt, but be engoys the
comforts of office, and has taken no rash sicp, whach maght
jeopardize them. In the ten years since his sppointmest,
Aklilu's position has steadaly improved. In 1957, he was not
even the first among equals, and it is only since the revolt of
December 1960 that he has become the major figure of the
government. With the death as hostage of several important
politicians, Aklilu then emerged as the Emperor’s chief
adviser, and i has since become usual for importamt policy
matters 10 be discussed in advance between them. He has also
peofited from the general decline since 1960 in tradibosal
methods and factiomal intngue, since his European traiming
and lack of personal machine suit hum 1o a mose modern form
of government. ... Though increases in has formal powers had
been canvassed ever since the faslure of the December revolt,
it was not wntil March 1966 that these weore implemented, and
the Prime Minsster received the power to sclect other
ministers. These changes have had no dramatic results, but
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they marked the emergence of Aklilu as & second- - authority
only to the Emperor.

The growth in Akhilu's posstion since 1960 can be
scen in & number of ways. Omne of the most striking s the
manner m which be takes over much of the general co-
ordination of government affairs during the increasingly
frequent absences abroad of the Emperor, and visitors 1o the
Prime Ministry include importamt officials, such as the
Minsster of Defence. ... A good deal of co-coordinating work
goes to the Prime Minister even when the Emperor is at home,
and he has adjudicated disputes, .. He has gained fanther co-
coordinating functioms through has charmanshup of the
Council of Mimisters, and hus focling for comsensus and his
lack of self-assertion bave suded hum for such work as thes.
He has naturally both comsulted and been coosulied by the
Emperor over important questons such as appointments, and
he has also taken over from the Emperos some supervision of

The carcer of Prime Minister Aklilu Habtewold, from 1941 wo
1966, is summanized by Professor John H. Spencer as follows.

1941, retum from exile in Europe and appointment as Vice

Minister of Pen.

1943, involved in the preparation of a draft treaty which would

replace the Anglo-Ethiopian Agreement of 31 January 1942,

1943 October, appointment as Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs.
1943 November 2, negotiations with the United States on the

introduction of a new Ethiopian currency.

1944 January-April, cominued work on documentation and
diplomatic mimeographs to the council of foreign ministers of

the four great powers.
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1944 April 1, address 10 the United States Legation following
negotiations with the United States on the introduction of a new
monctary system, including the minting of silver and copper
coins as well as the printing of banknotes.

1944 May 25, denunciation of the Anglo-Ethiopian Agreement
of 31 January 1942 to oblige the British Government to stop the
negotiations to replace the agreement. On the same note of
denunciation, Aklilu included a demand for the transfer of the
railway administration to Ethiopia.

1944 Scptember 26, arrival in Addis Ababa of the massion of
Lord De La War for the opening of the negotiations.

1944 November S, breakdown of ncgotistions because of
Britain's demand for ceding Ogaden to Great Britain,

1944 December 19, signature of the Anglo-Ethiopian agreement
replacing the one of 31 January, 1942,

1945 April, Egypt requests permission from Aklilu to make a
survey of the Baro nver basin,

1945 Apni-June, conference of the United Nations in San
Francisco. The Charter was signed by Aklilu on 26 June 1945.
1945 July 15, signature by Aklhilu on the concession of petrol
from Sinclair in New York.

1945 September, signature of an agreement with TWA for the
establishment of the Ethiopian Airlines.

1945, the start of negotiations with the United Kingdom on the
boundary between Ethiopia and Kenya.

1946 March, discussions were held in London on the subject of
Lake Tana.

1946 May 4, final agreement for the handover of the railway line
by a French company, between Aklilu and de Besson.
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1946 July—-September, the Paris Peace Conference Aklilu as
chief of delegation: Eritrea, Somalia, reparations, crimes of war,
ltalian property in Ethiopia, national archives and treasures taken
by the Italian from Ethiopia.

1946 October—November, negotiations on the borders with
Kenya,

1947 January, presentation of Ethiopia’s demands with regard to
Eritrea and Somalia to a meeting of Foreign Ministers in
London,

1947 Apnl, Anglo-Egyptian atiempts on the subject of Lake
Tana and on the construction of Nile dam in order 1o preserve the
waters of Lake Albert and Lake Victona.

1947, very difficult negotiations with the British Government in
relation 10 its object:on 1o giving the concession 10 Sinclair for
oil exploration in the Ogaden.

1947, agreement on the boundary with Kenya.

1948, problems of the Nile ~ discussions with Great Britain and
Egypt.

1949 July, appointed as Minister of Foreign Affairs.

1949, the entire year was devoted to the problems of Entrea.
1949 November, Aklilu refrained from giving a reply 1o Egypt’s
question concerning Lake Tana in order to show that such a
question docs not have any beanng on the subject of Entrea in
the UN.

1950 September-December, interrupted negotiations at the UN
in NY for the drafting of Resolution 390 V of 2* December
cstablishing the federation of Enitrea with Ethiopia,

1951, continuous negotiations with the Commussion of the
United Nations in Entrea on the subject of federation,
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1951, negotiations with Great Britain and Egypt on the question
of the River Nile.

1952, continuous negotiations with Commission of the UN in
Enitrea on the subject of federation.

1952, establishment of diplomatic relations with Italy.

1952, negotiations with the British administration in Entrea for
the handover of public installations.

1952 September 15, implementation of the federation of Entrea
with Ethiopsa.

1953 April-May, ncgotiations in Washington for military
assistance agreement for Ethiopia and another agreement
allowing the establishmemt of an American cemter of
communication around Asmara (kagnew), these two agreements
were signed on the 22* May 1955.

1953 Scptember-December, the first draft of the revised
constitution; and negotiation with Italy on the subject of national
boundary lines

1954 November, signature of the Frunco-Ethiopian agreement on
the boundary around the arca of Lake Afambo.

1954 November 29, Anglo-Ethiopian agreement (London) for
the withdrawal of British forces from the reserved zones of the
Ogaden.

1954, negotiations with Italy on the border with Somalia.

1955 February 28, the last British military unit left Ethiopian
soil, for the first time since 1934; Ethiopia got nd of foreign
military forces from its temitory.

1955 November 2, the National Jubilee celcbration and
promulgation of the Revised Constitution.
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1956 Apnl 12-24, Dodds-Parker mission: anempt of Greal
Britain to buy the reserved zones: attempt failed.

1956 September 2, Aklilu leaves for Cawro as a member of the
committee of five: USA, Australia, Iran, Ethiopsa and Sweden,
1957, deliberation on the question of the Nile with Egypt.

1957 Scptember 25, Ethio-Sudancse agreement on defence.

1957 November, appointed Deputy Prime Minister.

1958 July 7, Anglo-Ethiopian agreement on ¢ivil aviation,

1959 November 12, Franco-Ethiopian agreement on the railway
line.

1960 January 16-28, consultations between Hammarskjold and
Aklilu in Mitswa on the subject of borders with Somalba.

1961 Apnil 17, Aklilu became Prime Minister.

1962 December 15, end of the federation with Eritrea.

1963 May, constitutional conference of the OAU (May 25 the
Charter was signed).

1964 July 24, Resolution 16 (1) of the OAU conceming the
dispute between Ethiopia and Somalia regarding borders.

1965, the whole year was devoted on the question of national
development.

1966 March 23, Aklilu was benceforth to form his own
ministenal cabinet.
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Written statement submitted to the Commission of

Inquiry by
Tsehafe T'ezaz AKlilu Habtewold

September 17, 1974
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

“I wrote the following account in pnson while under detenuon by
the provisional Military Govemment. As | was not given the
opportunity o see documents and other supporting facts, it is
possible that | mught have missed a number of pertinent issues,
which ought to have been highlighted. Nevertheless, what is
recorded here is based on factual events, which carf be proved with
the help of extant documents.”

Tsehafe T 'ezaz Aklilu Habtewold
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Educational Background

A 1 was bom on Megabi 5, 1904 (March 12, 1912), and completed my
Amharnic language studics at Saint Raguel Church.

B. After auending Menchk School in Addis Ababa for three years, |
was sent in 1925 10 the Lycee (French Grammar School) in
Alexandria, Egypt, 1o continge my studies.

C. 1 attended courses from 1925 1o 1931; upon completion | recerved a
Bachelor degree.

D. Then | moved on and | joined the famous university, the Sorbonne. |
read Law and ook courses in Advanced Commercial Studies and
Political Science. Having completed my studics from 1931 1o 1936, 1
received the following degrees:

. L.L.B in Law (Licence en droir)
o Post-Doctoral Diploma in Public Law ( Dxpldme de Doktovar

en Droit Public)

. Post-Doctoral Diploma in Economics (Dipldme de Dokiorat en
Ecmmiqw)

s Advanced Cenificate of Commerce (Certificar o Etude
Superieures Commercials)

. Certificate in Political Science.
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Involvement in Political Activities

1.1 Lycée in Alexandria

During the time | attended school at the French Lycde in Alexandna,
Egypt, the country’s Coptic-Onthodox  church Patriarch His Holiness
Johannes made an official visit to Ethiopia. He gave scholarships to sixty
young Ethiopians to study in Egypt. After they amved in Egypt the
patriarch complained that be had requested only for six students but he
was given sixty. Later on, the students faced great problems regarding
board and lodging, and in getting adequate clothing.

From their school in Cairo, three students representing the group
came 10 sce us 1 Alexandria and lamented, "As you can sec, we are
living 1n dire condition, we are starved, and consequently fall sick, and
we do not have spare clothes We beg you 1o help us 1o get relicf from
the desperation.” Some twenty of us at the Lycée in Alexandria collected
wspmclothanndscmmothcm.llndsmaldmwlbcCNw
Prince, Ras Teferi Mckonnen, who at the time was regent and heir 10 the
throne, stating all the problems the students were facing and requesting
llulcvaylhmgpossiblclobedonelogu!hanmofw
impovenshment.

Dunng the hot season and vacation periods the Egypuian
government moves its office from Cairo 10 Alexandna. Incidentally, the
office had moved 10 Alexandria at the time. Along with one of my
friends, Meshesha Hailu (who now become a Member of Parliament), we
went 1o the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and demanded 1o sec the
Minister. After a long wrangling they allowed us in. The official we met
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whose name [ cannot recall was in fact the Minister of Communication
and Acting Foreign Affairs Minister. Incidentally, be was a Copt.

We explained 10 him the reason of our visit, We reminded him
that his government has the responsibility of taking care of for the
student’s health, clothing and accommodation; otherwise, they should be
sent back 1o Ethiopia, If the negligence continues and let the students go
on miscrable and sick, we told the Minister, the relationship between the
Ethiopian and Egyptian Onhodox Chnistian churches could be watered
down and possibly be imerrupted. We also assured the Minister that we,
the current students, were going to be the future leaders of Etluopia and
would not forget any such calamity.

The Egyptian Minister was touched by the students suffenng He
told us that he was travelling back to Cairo and we should also go there
and bang the students with us 10 meet the Patnarch. He added, if our
compliant was canard, we would all be in trouble and this we assented.
On the day of the appointment, his Holiness the Patnarch was surprised
to s¢¢ us with the students he brought from Ethiopia. | and Meshesha
Hatlu ranslated the discourse between the Minister and the students. The
Minster posed some questions 10 the students through us to which they
replicd. | tried hard 10 get the Minister understand the heart-rending
sufferance of the students. Finally, the Minister realized the condition
was as bad as | had told him. In that moment his protocol told him that a
telegram from Addis Ababa had reached King Farug. The message urged
the government of Egypt 1o send the sick students 10 hospital and the rest
back home if the government is unsble to ensure their safety. The
Minister and the Patriarch conferred for a while and ordered:

) that the students should be fed properly,
b) that they should be given a reasonable stipend, and
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¢) 10 buy them each two sets of clothes. (It was agreed that the
clothes should be bought while we were still in Cairo to assist
the treasurer in the purchases.)

As agreed, we went to a shop with the treasurer and bought the
students some clothes. (1 still remember the students choosing quite
expensive clothes, reddening the treasurer’s eyes at every choice. Settling
the dust thus | went back to Alexandria. The Headmaster of the school
had left a message for me asking that I should see hum. When | drop a1
his office, he furiously shouted st me that | was a pupil, and not a
politician, who could travel to Cairo. He told me that no refund of my
expenses would be paid. This was bad news as | had borrowed some
money from my fellow foreign students.

For six months things scemed improving and the students lived
in better conditions. After a while, we received another message that smd
the situation had relapsed. When we check, we realized they nearly were
in a saddening situation. This time there was not much we could do. |
immediately sent a telegram 10 the Emperor stating the students’ misery.
Qur consul in Jerusalem, Ato Paulos, amived in Cairo at the executive
order of His Majesty and amanged for the students' retum to Addis
Ababa,

Some of the students 1 still remember include Felcke Ergetu
(now Kegnazmach), Zewde Gebrehiwot (now Birwoded), Tefera Seyefu,
Tefera Sheshu, and Woldemariam Haile (now General). (Ate Mashesha
Hailu and General Woldemariam have decper knowledge about this

history).
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1.2 Events during my last days at Sorbonne University

It was Mussolini's agreement with France that gave him the impetus to
nvade Ethiopia. France is an old friend and traditionally supporter of
Ethiopia. This is mainly because of the Addis Ababa- Dpbouti railway
line, which was constructed by the Fremch. For example, when the
Emperor and his entourage toured Europe in 1924, he established a
makeshifi at Paris and it was from there he had visited London, Rome
and Stockholm.

Because France feared the rise of Hitler and Mussolii, French
Prime Minister Pierre Laval wanted to lure Italia away from Germany
Ethiopia as a gifi. Mossoloni tied an agreement with France by which
France concoded not to object Malian deeds on Ethiopia including the
country’s occupation. It should be recalled that from the very beginming,
when Ethiopia appealed 10 the League of Nations of an imminent
invason, France sabotaged to have Ethiopia's appeal overlooked, and
when Italy declared war on Ethiopia, France advocated ltaly.

Duning this penod, election 10 the French Parliament was in
progress. The three main parties, the Radical Socialist Party, the Socialist
Pany, and the Communist Party, were determined 10 topple the
govemment of Monsiewr Laval. They were led by prominent politicians
like Messiewrs Edouard Hemiot, Léon Blum and Maunce Thorez Taking
advantage of the situation, | explained to all three partics that:

*  Ethiopia was threatened by occupation;

* we had appealed to the League of Natsons;

* by betraying Ethiopia Laval wanted 10 please Mussolini, and had
weakened the objective of the Collective Security. Moreover, he
ined 1o hinder Ethiopia’s appeal 10 the League of Natons, and
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supported the aggressive Jeadership of Mussolini and Hitler, thereby
speeding up the World War.

I revealed 1o all panies my interest to speak at their rallies. |
knew that this was a wind fallen chance to bring the nature of the threat
before us 10 the attention of the French people and to the rest of the
world. After some discussion, they allowed me to make as many
speeches as | wished at their public mectings. When opportunity
occurred 1 was free to deliver speeches abowt Ethiopia and the ltahan
aggression, | wamed the French people that if no action was taken,
France and other defenceless countrics would soon face the same fate as
Ethiopia was expenicncing.

On one particular day | made three speeches, each at different
venues of the partics. Surprisingly, | was given a scat among the parties'
leaders. They all mtroduced me, "as represemative whose country was
the victim of Italian aggression, and an Ethiopran who was presemt to
publicly explain the current situation in Ethiopia " The next day, French
newspapers, according (o their political allegiance, published stoncs
quoting my speech and describing me Aklilu Hablewold, a represemative
of the Ethiopian clite, workers, and the ammed forces had made the
following speech. ... (Copies of these newspapers can be found in
France).

At the end of the gruelling campaign. Laval's pany lost to
Blum's Socialist Party. Winning majonty seats in parliament, the
Socialist Party formed a coalition with other political organizations
known as “Fronr Populaire,” and took over the leadership of the French
government. In the meantime, lialian forces had invaded Ethiopia and the
Emperor went into exile to London.

When 1 spoke with Prime Minister Léon Blum, he gave me his
console about the Malian invasion. He said that Italy took over Ethiopia
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before his party ascended to power. Nevertheless, he assured me that
France would never recognize laly's occupation of Ethiopia.
Unfortunately, the other powerful nations including Brtan had
recognized Italy's occupation of Ethiopia.

During the five years before World War 11 started, | remained in
Paris as an Officer-in-Charge of the Ethiopian Embassy. The embassy
issued passpons 10 all Ethiopian refugees besides giving other consular
services. Whenever the French government prepares an  official
invitation, the Officer-in-Charge of the Ethiopian Embassy was naturally
invited. For instance, when the King and the Queen of Great Bntain
made an official visit 10 France in 1938, all resident ambassadors were
invited; 1 also attended the welcoming ceremony where we were
supposed 10 greet the royal couple. According o the protocol
armangements, Ethiopian and Italian ambassadors were 1o sit side by side.

When the Italian ambassador saw that | was seated next to ham,
he was very annoyed and started shouting madly at me. Enraged, |
shouted back even angrily. Everyone watched the fracas. The Chief of
Protocol immediately placed an official from the Foreign Affairs
Ministry to seat in between. At the evening dinner reception, the new
protocol amrangement was preserved. All delegates were evasive of being
scen with me by the halian. However, the president of the parlament,
President Hermot along with Prime Minister Léon Blum came to me,
hold my hand, and led me to the buffet. We had a meticulous discussion
of the current Ethiopian situation, Both statesmen assured me that they
would stand by Ethiopia in every possible way.

The next day, | reported to His Majesty the Emperor, who was in
London, about the discussion Indeed, both statesmen and their party
kept their promise to the end in supporting Ethiopia. In recognition of s
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support, the Emperor had decorated President Edouard Herriot with the
Sellasie Cordone.

1.3 Briefing Journalists and Establishing Committees

Propaganda was onc of the prime means of warfare. Italian propaganda
was channclled through newspapers, radio, and cinema disseminating
offensive opinsons about Ethiopians as primitive, slave traders, akin to
wild animals, etc. They claimed that their mission in Ethiopia was to
modernize the country and introduce a civilized way of life.

As a result, the French public sympathized with laly's
camouflaged intention. | set out on a massive counter campaign 1o
percolate Ethiopia's case to all concerned officials, the media and to the
public at large. I, therefore, accomplished the following.

a) | had intimate ties with many journalists which paves the way 1o
cxplain them the reality. | evidenced that Ethiopia is a Christian
country since many past centuries and because of its unigue
civilization, the nation had maintained its independence for a long
period. 1 also demolished that Italian incnimination of slave trading
was fictious by drawing on numerous facts and concrete evidences.
The next day newspapers, particularly publications of the three main
partics, published a report of my statement.

b) My close friends Monsieur Jean Goulet (later he joined the Ministry
of Information in Ethiopia and started a French-language newspaper)
and some other Fremch joumalists assisted me o0 form two
commattees that would facilitate the advocacy work. The committees
organize mass gatherings and we elucidated the meeting about fascist
ANIMOsilies.
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When the war started, some countnies seot Red Cross teams to
Ethiopia. Likewise, the French Red Cross asked its government
permission 10 send a delegation 10 Ethiopia; but the French government
denied the permission. Instead, it collected financial contributions and
amenitics (beds, clothes), put together a volunteer medical doctor’s team,
and sent a non-governmental mission under the leadership of Monsiawr
Jean Goulet. The French bencvolence was greatly admired and
acknowledged by the Secretary of the Ethiopaan Red Cross, A
Akalework Habtewold.

Upon the delegate’s retum, a big meeting was held 1o hear their
report. Monsieur Jean Goulet declared that he had not seen any evidence
of slave trade in Ethiopia, and that he was impressed to discover
Ethiopians being more free and civilized than the invading Italians The
remark commended a warm applause.
¢) With the support of these two committces, a newspaper entitied

“Nouvelles d'Ethiopie” (News of Ethiopia) was cstablished, Its
objective was to inculcate Ethiopia’s cause, and the barbanty of
Ialians. | had contributed various articles to this newspaper | have
one copy of this newspaper in my archive. The two comumittees are
named Comité d'action Ektiopie, and Assie du peuple Ethoipie.

1.4  Appointment to the League of Nations

Even though | was quite young and pursuing my college study, observing
my keen interest and commitment the Emperor appointed me Permanent
Secretary of the Ethiopian delegation to the League of Nations at
Geneva, The delegation was led by Firawrari Teklehawanat Wayeh,
who was the Ethiopian Minister in Panis,. We both used to attend the
meetings and presented our onentation 10 the League members. The
well-known political scientist and my former mstructor, Professor
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Gaston Jeze was a special advisor to the delegation. 1 still have the

written permit issued by the Swiss Government on March 13, 1935 in my
archive

Later, Belatengeta  Woldemarian  replaced  Firawrari
Tekichawanat. The Emperor sent a telegram 1o Teklehawariat effecting
my appoimment as Press Auachd at the Ethiopian Embassy in Paris

However, the newly appointed minister refused 1o acknowledge my
appointment

ARl was engapod i haghen! govermnment posts before he
Tuenad twenly
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In spite of lus rejection, | performed my press attaché dutics

from the hotel room where 1 resided, giving bricfings and interviews 10

Joumalists. For mstance, Monsiewr Laval, the Pime Minister of France

and the Bntish Foreign Affairs Minister, [Sir Samuel]) Hoare held 1alks

which resulied in the "Moare-Laval Pac™. The pact consists of the
following conspiratonal accord.

“To bring peace between Italy and Ethiopia, the best solution s
1o detach a portion of the country - Harer, Sidamo, and Bale provinces -
as ltalian colonial land, and to keep the Ethiopian boundary restricted to
the Amhara arcas, namely, Gonder, Gojam, and Tigre..."

Viewing this as the ultimate solution for a peaceful settlement of
the disagreement between the two countries, they disclosed their plan 10
the Emperor through their respective ambassadors. As soon as | Jearnt of
the covenant from the Emperor, | leaked 10 the famous joumalist
Madame Rapatel Tabouis, who was the Director of the Radical Party’s
newspaper of the plot. She immediately scooped the news and headed to
London where there was greater freedom of the press. She exposed the
conspiracy through vanous newspapers and radio  programmes.
Consequently, British newspapers gave high prionity to the story and
stated that the Hoare-Laval Pact legitimized aggression and could
endanger the ideals of the Collective Security Agreement.

An intense disagreement broke out in the British parliament and
Hoare was asked to explain his action. He explained the issucs in tcars,
and said he made this agreement simply 10 save Ethsopia from further
humiliation and conquest. He further stated as no country would protect
Ethiopia from the aggressor, he was camestly trying 10 help end the
controversy. With this defence, be apologized m public for his deeds.
The world also contradicted the pact, As the Emperor strongly refused to
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make a deal on this maiter the whole idea was dropped from further
consideration.

While I entirely commutted myself to perusing my country's
affairs, my main support conceming daily routines, accommodation, and
food was provided by my girlfriend, (who eventually became my wife)
Mademoiselle Colette. She had just completed her studies and was
teaching. I relied on her for financial backing. She cams a modest salary
and also received monetary support from her father,

I read in a newspaper report that after the battle at Maychew, the
Emperor would proceed to Gore to continue the war with the invading
ltalians. | realized that there was not much we could achieve at the
League of Nations. The only option that was lefl 10 us was to expel the
enemy by force. I decided to travel to Gore and join the Emperor’s army.
The only possible means of travel was to fly by Royal Airlines to Sudan,
and then to take a boat down the Nile River to Gambela, With the
assistance of my current wife Madam Colette, who was generous enough
10 give me money and to solicit contributions from our close friends
Monsicur Lukas, Denia, Lugar, Nif etc.), | bought the air tcket
Monsicwr Lukas decided to go with me to the warfront. We bought the
necessary equipment for our trip, such as tents, medicine etc. Two days
before our departure, we read in a newspaper that the Emperoe had
amved at Djibouti on his way to London. As we were i the dark on the
Emperor's movements, we were saddened and lost all hope. We were
thus obliged 1o cancel our trip.

1.5  Monsieur Marcel Griaule

The famous French author Monsiewr Griaule had published many novels.
He had also travelled to Ethiopia and visited many places i the country
including the province of Gonder, When he returned to hus country, he
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published a book entitled “Flambewrs d'Hommes™ (Those who bum
people). In this novel he wrote, “In Ethwopia, in carlier times, one method
of cniminal punishment was to dress the convict with wax-soaked cloth
and bum him alive™

For the ltalians this statement was a fodder for propaganda,
Together with other documents and books, they presented this statement
to the League of Nations in an attempt 1o cast Ethiopians as savage and
barbanian.  Monsiewr Griaule was very annoyed that his novel was
wickedly misused: he travelled personally 10 Geneva o protest st the
League's summit. He mformed the delegates that this book was a total
fiction and the idea of incincration was used purely 10 give a romantic
glamour 10 the story. In fact, he became one of the strong proponents of
Ethiopia. Aficrwards, we ofien met and discussed matters relating 10
Ethiopia. | realized that a distinguished writer like Griaule could be made
a key purveyor of counter propaganda if he was personally briefed by the
Emperor himself about the Italian aggression. He would then be able to
propagate our causc 1o a larger public.

I contacted the Emperor, who was in Jerusalem, and suggested 10
his majesty to explan the course of the battle and Ialian cruelty 10
Griaule so that he could write owt the atrocity. The Emperor agreed and
mstructed me 10 send Grisule 10 him. We collected money, purchased a
plane ticket and sent him 1o Jerusalem He received an audience and
travelled with the Emperor in @ British wasship 10 Gibraltar. He took
down everything the Emperor had tokd him.

When he came back, he was quite impressed and was more
sympathetic lowards the Ethiopian position. A few days after hus retum,
Monsiew Griaule published a booklet enmtitled "“From the Emperor's
Mouth”, (Newdllies de la bouche me'me de SML Emperewr Haile
Sellassic). In this work he outlined in detail the aggression of the Fascist
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lalian forces against Ethiopia He recounted how churches and
residential houses were burnt down; the Ralians, equipped with modern
armaments and acroplanes, had exterminated the barefooted Ethiopians,
wbhld«ﬂyahandfulofmmiomlfm.ﬂcinquied.lwwthooe
who claimed to spread civilization were destroying a country and its
poopk.mbookleldw\imwdpubucopiaionmdmywmwwicwd
that they even wept publicly when they read the account. After the
distribution of the booklet throughout Europe, the vast majonty of
Europeans gave strong support 1o the Emperor and to Ethiopia. A
symposium was held at Geneva in support of the Ethiopian cause.

Even though, the Italians were breaking their back making a
prolonged propaganda campaign to legitimize their invasion, their effort
tumed out futile. In the end, many people realized that the barbanc
savages were the ltalians, while the civilized people were the Ethiopans.
Thas booklet is availuble in Europe; a copy is available in the Emperor’s
personal library too.




Appointment to the Ethiopian Embassy in Paris

When the Emperor ammived in London in 1936, | flew to England 10 mect
him and avowed that | was a1t hus disposal to serve my couniry 1in €very
possible way. | briefed him about the suuation in Europe, the growing
attitudes towards Frhiopia, and about what had been accomplished. |
presented for s majesty’s consideration a novel set of diplomatic
programme and straiegics which | devised employing my rch
experience, and the advice of some of Europe’s renowned politicians
(such as Pressdent Hermot Porjeze [?7] and Monsien Marcel Graule...)
At the discussion, Ao Woldegiorgis Woldeyohannes, Doctor Lorenzo

laczaz and the Amencan advisor, John Spencer were also present

During the mvasion of Fiheopea by Lescst Baly ARIs s here soen welcomng |gpons

Hatle Schasse ot g Pares ralway statw
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Shortly after the discussion, in April 1936, the Emperor
appointed me to take over from the Secretary of our embassy in Paris,
Ato Alemu Chekol, and to camry on with my previous dutics paralicly.
Aro Ephrem Teweldemedhen (later given the ttle of Blara) was
instructed to accompany me to Panis carrying the Emperor's letter, and
explain verbally the appointment 1o Blatengeta Woldemarian. This order
was made because of the previous refusal by Blatengeta Woldemariam to
#ccept my appointment as Press Attaché at our embassy in Paris,

Ato Alemu was transferred to Jerusalem when 1 took over the
secretarial post.  Shonly after | resumed my duty, Blatengesa
Woldemariam skived off work on the pretext that he was seriously ill.
Consequently, whenever the Emperor came to Paris or travelled to
Geneva, | was a sole aid 10 make the necessary arrangements with the
French government for him. In the autobiography written by the Emperor
(My Life and Ethiopia’s Progresy), a picture showed me receiving the
Emperor in Panis.

2.1.  Defection of Blatengeta Woldemariam

As Blatengeta Woldemanam continuously failed to attend 10 his dutics
citing poor health, I had 1o shoulder all the responsibilities and execute
all the activities of Officer-in-Charge. For the next three months, | sit in
meetings with French govemment officials, issued passpon, and took
care of routine business at the embassy.

I was performing all the aforementioned tasks when on one
particular day at about 6:00 p.m. a correspondent of the French news

agency, Agance Havas, telephoned me and asked me if I was aware of
the defection of our Minister, Blatengeta Woldemariam When |
answered | am ignorant of the news, the reporter explained 10 me that the
Minister was actually seen at the Italian Embassy. Not believing what |
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had been 1o0ld, | rushed 1o Woldemanam's residence. At home were his
wife and children. 1 asked them if he was m. They replied that they did
not know where he was. (I knew they were lying since the children
grected me with the fascist hand salute, which gave me o hint of their
father's defection). However, 1 decided to wait for him, sat in the sofa
reading newspapers. He came two hours later. He was astonsshed 10 sce
me as this was my first visit to his residence. His astonishment changed
into a shock watching me reading newspapers, and abruptly asked if the
matter was already published. 1 said yes, and affirmed that he could not
hide his betrayal, | asked him to tell me everything honestly. Replying he
said, "What can 1 do? | have children 1o bnng up and | own many houscs
in Addis Ababa. You are educated; you could casily cam your living. |
have no options as such”

I enguired if he believed the ltalians were in Ethiopia to protect
his possessions from being confiscated. As he had left Ethiopia, |
contended, with a cartload of moncy, it was a grave mistake (0 hunubate
the honour of his country and his people by siding with the Ialians. 1
implored him to change his mind. He refused my plea lured by Granani's
promise o give him three million ltalian Lire in addition to retuming his
confiscated propertics and houses in Ethsopia. | asked him to come with
me 10 our embassy and talk with the Emperor by phone, He was afraid 10
1alk on the telephone, assuming Mussolini maght tap their conversation.
Angrily, I told him that the Ethiopian Embassy had diplomatic immunity
and as it belonged to Ethiopia nothing could happen to him if he
followed my advice. His wife also begged him 1o listen to my advice and
finally he came with me to our embassy.

From the embassy we phoned the Emperor, who was in Geneva
attending the League of Nations deliberation, where the survival of
sovercign Ethiopia was a subject of discussion. | explained to the
Emperor the situation in Paris. He asked me to put Woldemariam on the
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phone, The Emperor said, “We wanted 10 inform you of the good news
that the League of Nations has now decided that the national integrity of
Ethiopia is still mtact.”

Speechless as the Minister was, the Emperor mstantly inquired
about the activities in Paris. After a moment’s besitation, the Minuster
replied, 1 have surrendered to the ltalians and have given them my
suppor.”

Amazed by the Minister's statement, the Emperor asked if he
had not benefited from his country, and if he had forgotten all the favours
rendered 10 him. The Emperor also wondered why the Minister
attempied to spoil the proud history of Ethiopaa at such a cntical
moment. “If you have made up your mind, would it not be better 10 give
in afer resigning your post, without smeanng the nation's history? the
Emperor demanded to know. The Minister briskly said, "l have already
done it It's final" He walked away leaving the phone unhooked. |
picked it up, urged the Emperor to give me three more days 1o try again
to convinee the Minister. The Emperor sasd, “It's 8 good idea. But | do
not think he would change his mind.”

| walked 10 the gate of my embassy office. There, an army of
journalists swarmed me who rattlied ouwt questions. One asked me,
"Ethiopsa gained victory in Geneva, but Italy gained another victory in
Pans by lunng Ethiopian diplomats, the Chief Secretary and all other
stafl 10 defect. Is that nght?" Before responding, | asked the journalists
how they had come 1o conclude that everyone working at the embassy
have swded with ltaly. The reply came, "Blarengera Woldemariam had
announced of his support for the ltalians not only on his behalf, but also
on behalf of the rest of the diplomatc staff” | definwely affirmed that
was a misapprehension, | expressed my willingness to give a press
statemment and  interviews to both radio and newspapers. When the
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jourmalists heard my densal, brisk smile brushed their faces. | made the
following announcement,

There is an umconfirmed repont of Ethiopaan Mimster
Blatengeta Woldemanam's defecuion to Jaly. | have no
evidence to confirm this ®© you 1, Aklilu Habecweld,
Secretary of the Ethiopian embassy, would like 10 say the
following to prevent funther schumbles. Speaking on bebalf of
the enure staff, | would like 1o confirm our unfragmentod
loyalty to owr country, and to the Emperor. We will also
continae our struggle agaimst the ltalian aggressor. If the
Munister has defected as said, then be must have done it
personally, not on behalfl of the remaining staff Morcover, as
he had had memal disturbance and had been absent from his
duty for a long period of time, I believe that he was mot
comscious of what he had been dong.

The next day, vanous newspapers and radio programures
reported of the press statement, stressing the Minister's sickness from
mental  disturbance, my densal of the defection of the permuncn.
secretary and the rest of the Fthiopian diplomatic staff m Pans o ux
Italians. They also heralded the loyalty of the staff to thewr country and
the Emperor. Consequently, the defection of the Minister did not gamer
the impact desired by the halians. The ltalians even attempted 10 get me
on their side by threatening me that they would kill my brother,
Akalework, and my mother. I told them, “I have a slight memory of my
family as | had lefi my country when | was fairly young" and
indifferently said, I would not mind whatever you do.” (The press
statement | had given and other documents concerning this matter can be
found in my collection.)

When | had a telephone conversation with the Emperor, | asked
him to hold back my appomntment as Charge d*Affaires allowing me
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three more days to convince the Minister. | advised Blatengera
Woldemariam to go 10 the lMalian embassy and enquire about the
promises he had received from the Italian Govemment. He went and
sought that the three million Lire should be given 1o him, and to be
issued a centificate signed by Mussolini, which he can show 10 Graziani
in verification of his property in Addis Ababa.

The Minister came back totally dismayed. He informed me that
he was received by the Third Secrctary at the ltalian Embassy, who told
the Minister no money would be given to him as he was rich enough.
Additionally, the Sccretary told him reinstatement if his property in
Addis Ababa would only be considered when he retumed 10 his country,
I immediately ook advantage of this suuation and reminded him of my
waming. And even now, 1 pledged him, for the sake of history and his
famaly; he must publicly disclose has illness, his unawarencss of what he
had done, and to avow his loyalty 10 his country and the Emperor,
Finally, 1 told him that 1 would get a medical centificate for him to
substantiate his illness. After a long discussion, he accepted my proposal.

I delivered the good news 10 the Emperor, he was delighted. A
short while after this the Emperor's personal secretary who was on his
way from London to Addis Ababa, passed through Pans and met the
Minister, who was his closest friend. He informed the Minister that there
was no hope for the Emperor to retum to Ethiopia and that the halians
would take the entire country under their control in the ncar future. He
urged Blatengeta Woldemariam not 1o listen to my advice, as be was
going to surrender to lMalians; be encouraged ham to join in the defection.
The Mimuster was dissuaded and went back on his word. Sadly, |
informed the defection of the Minister to the Emperor, which he
remembers to this very day.
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2.2 Activities and achievements at our embassy

When the Emperor realized the defection of the Minister was definate, he
officially dismissed Blatengeta Woldemariam and sent a letter to the
French government announcing my appointment as Officer-in-Charge of
the Ethsopian Embassy in Pans. | resumed my assignment and continued
my struggle for the next five years, (A copy of my letter of appointment
is still available in the archive.)

Due to financial shonage, the Emperor suggested to shut down our
embassies in London and Pans, Fakim Workneh (Dr Martin, the minister
in London) was also instructed 10 go to India, | strongly opposed this
suggestion and instead proposed the following to the Emperor.

A. With the inconsistency of adherence to the principles of the
Collective Security by members of the League's Nations, weak
nations have no protection from the aggression of powerful
nations. Realizing this, Hitler would want to make good use of the
situation attempling to forcibly occupy small nations like
Czechoslovakia and Austria, the culmination of which meant that
War was immanent,

B. Regardless of the prevailing unfriendly conditions, maintaining
the embassies functional would mean that we were determined to
keep our independence;

C. When the major war broke out, it was evident that Italy would
Join on the side of Hitler. This situation would allow us 1o join the
allied forces fighting against them in pursuit of regaining our
independence:;

D. 1 realized that if we sit by, Fthiopia’s existence would be n
question because the majority of world countries have recognized
Italy's seizure of Ethiopia.
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Based on the aforementioned reasoning, the Emperor agreed to
maintain the Paris embassy. Financtal scarcity forced me to move the
embassy twice, first, 10 Rue Columberniare Alfred then 10 Rue
Tourmeput. The second edifice had only two rooms. | used one of the
rooms as my bedroom and the sccond onc as the office. | hoisted
Ethiopia's flag on the building.

As the Paris cmbassy was the only oflicially recognized
Ethiopian embassy, | issued passports and visas to many Ethiopians.
Furthermore, | was able to assist Ethiopians who came to Pans from
Jerusalem, Sudsn and other countnies, in their dealings with French
authonities. For mstance, when Empress Menen cruised 10 London from
Jerusalem she boarded a ship that was routed to stop at ltalsan ports. I 1
had not got her off the ship at Marseilles, the halians would have taken
her hostage. In Addition, | welcomed and hosted Ethiopian dignitanes
such as Ras Kassa Hailu, Ras Bermu Woldegebnel, Bitweded Mekonnen
Endalkachew, and General Kebede Gebre. Likewise, when Ethiopian
clergies transponted the Holy Arc of Medhanealim, | hosted them in Panis
and assisted them on their journey to London.

I also invited important people and well-known journahisis w
keep them abreast of the Ethiopian issuc. In pamicular. | was once
requested to assist the personal cooks of the Emperor who were heading
from Jerusalem to London through France and made a stopover in Paris
for two days. T ook this opportunity and requested them o prepare
Ethiopian traditional dishes, | invited about thirty known political figures
and joumnalists to an FErhiopian traditional diriner. The next day,
newspapers commented that, “La civilization d'un pays s¢ recomnait au
raffinement de sa cuisine” (The civilization of a country is recognized by
the sophistication of is cocking) Afe Woldegiorgis, 4w Lorenao and




Appomament o e Ethiopian Embassy in Panis 133
Ao Mckonnen Hablewold also came from London 10 attend the
OCCasIoNn.

Futhermore, | was giving legal advice 10 the Emperor
concerning vanous issucs. For instance, during a League of Nations
assembly at Geneva, the Emperor was planning 10 send a represemative.
Being aware of this plan, the ltalians were intending to prevent the
representatives from presenting their case through venfication of power
procedure. Discovering the plot, | insisted that the Emperor should go
personally and present the Ethiopian case because his presence would
lockout any appeal for power verification as he is Head of the state. The
Emperor agreed 10 my advice. When the Swiss government found out
about the new plan its ambassador in Pans, who was under the influence
of halians, come to my office and gave me a waming note indicating that
the Emperor was no longer allowed to enter Switzerland, as the Swiss
government had recognized Etwopia as an lalian colony. Eneaged, |
replied that the Emperor was not comang to visit Switzerland but 10
attend a meeting of the League of Nations, if Switzerfand did not wish
the presence of representatives of certain countries, then the Headquaner
of the League of Nations should be moved elsewhere, | hearntened the
Emperor to go ahead with the plan. The Swiss government was deterred
from interference and the Emperor was able 1o present his argument 10
the League of Nations.

To legitimaze their invasion the lalians argued that they had
acquired 10tal control over Ethiopia and had established a regional
administration in the country, To counter this opinion | semt an envoy
consisting of Betwoded Getachew, Belata Ephrem Tewcledemedhen, and
Derege, the son of Blatengeta Hiruy Woldeselassie, from Paris 10 Geneva
with hundreds of evidences. The documents attest existence of a local
administration. The messengers also carried other dozen letters o be
dispatched 1o news agencies. The letter’s objective was 1o explain that
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Dejazmach Woldetsadik, appointed by the Emperor as Prime Minister,
was still a1 Gore in western Ethiopia, running the local administration;
and thus the ltalian claim of complete control of the country was untruc.
When the envoy reached in Cairo, Berwoded Getachew defected to the
lalians, Luckily enough, the letters were in the hands of Slata Ephrem
and did not fall into the Italians' hand.

As | mentioned carlier, the aims of Collective Security were now
subjugated and this reality eacouraged Hitler to fulfil his plans. During
the 19405 German aggression increased, first with the remilitanzation of
the Rhincland, then Austria and Czechoslovakia. Although all the
invaded nations had alliance with France, neither the French nor British
govemments denounce the invasion.  Finally, when Hitler’s army
occupied Poland, the French and British governments declared war
against Germany.

1 was convinced, in time, laly would get into the war on
Germany's side. | made an appointment to see the Pnime Minister of
France, Monsieur Paul Reynaud to discuss this critical situation. |
informed him that Raly would soon join force with Hitler. To build
strong resistance, | suggested, Ethiopia, France and Britain should sign &
pact that will be operational immediately when ltaly gets inio the battle.
He smiled and said that this was only my ambition and understanding,
and he firmly said that laly would not side with Germany, If ltaly ever
did this, he said, my suggestion would be considered again; and we
agreed 1o keep this discussion confidential. | also raised a question about
the repatriation of forcign nationals and requested him to issue a written
order exempting Ethiopian nationals, such as Belata Ephrem, Ato Zewde
Belayneh, Aro Mckonnen Habtewold, At Meles Arcyasclassie, Aro
Seyum Berhane, whom | thought would be of vital support for me at this
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crucial moment. He issued a confidential order that was circulated
among the commissioners. As a result, no Ethiopians were expelied.

To assist Ethiopian refugees, Ao Mekonnen and | founded an
assocuation known as the “/mtermational Association for Ethiopian
Refugees”. We collected thousands of French Francs and British Pounds
and distributed them among needy Ethiopians in France. This was a great
support known to everyone there. (Refer to existing files.)

2.3  Thomas Wold

When Hitler was only days away from captunng Pans, Italy
joined the war on the side of the pervading German army. Immediately |
booked an appointment 10 see Monsiewr Paul Reynasud and was given
one with a precise day and time. As scheduled, | went 10 see him only to
find out that the French government had already moved its office to
Bordeaux overnight, just a day before Pans fell into the hands of the
invading German forces. On my way back, | observed that banks,
garages, shops, and all other business were closed. Some had notices on
their doors telling that they have moved 10 Bordeaux.

Then | headed 10 the bank looking for some imporant
documents | had deposited there to save it from bombardment. However,
when | amived | found out that it wo had closed. With my friends
Mekbeb Damite, Seyum, and Lukas | left Paris for Bordeaux on bicycle,
Jjust before the Germans seized the city. | managed 1o buy the bicycle
with the assistance of my wife Madame Colette. Millions were flecing
Pans. Lukas and 1 lost track of our friends in the crowdedness; we
travelied on 1o Bordeaux together. On the way we encountered many
mcidents. In one particular event we used a torch to guide us through the
night darkness. Because of this the French soldiers were about 1o kil us
but our lives were saved with the sudden amval of German soldiers.
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We went 10 Bordeaux to travel in the ship that transports British
citizens to London, 10 go to the Emperor. When we amived the next
moming, we were told that the ship had already left the night before. The
last ship | found at the dock was a French boat, | explained my
diplomatic identity 10 an officer and asked for a visa and other nocessary
assistance to leave for London. The official answered, as France had lost
the war they could not do me any help. Similarly, according to the
Armistice Treaty any individual who is a citizen of a country considered
as an enemy by Germany or laly was not allowed to leave the country.
Conscquently, | was grounded. | retorted if they were going to hand me
over 10 the halians, and protested that their action was ngainst the laws of
the League of Nations,

The new French government led by Pnme Mimster Laval, had
relocated its headquarter once again 10 Vichy. At that moment I used to
live in & tent in Bordeaux. Shortly afier the government had moved its
scat, | folded up my tent and went to Vichy. I asked the Pime Minister
for an exit visa to leave France. Being the supporter of Hitler, he refused
and informed me that France does not recognize Ethiopia any more. He
even confiscated my passport and sent a telegram to Marscille instructing
that | should pot be allowed 1o leave the country. Yet, | prepared another
passport in secret and contacted vanous foreign ambassadors at Vichy
asking their help to leave the country.

Eventually, I got visa to the United States and Mexico. As | do
not have passport, | was still unable to lcave France. After many
unsuccessful attempts, the Colombian Consul in Marseilles pity me and
issued a Colombian passpon to me with the false name of Thomas Wold.
The passpont is still available at my residence. In a secret meeting with
the govemor of Marscilles we discussed my exile. 1 left France for
Portugal travelling through Spain. At the time Portugal was neutral and a
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good friend of Britain that 1 was given the necessary assistance. Before |
left Pans, | gave my old passport to the United States Ambassador
Admiral Leahy (who later became chairman of the Jont Chicfs of Stafl),
10 shup it to their Embassy in Lisbon. When | amived in Lisbon, | went to
the American Embassy and collected my passport.
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1 asked the British Embassy in Lisbon to issue me an entrance
visa; 1 also applied 10 the Ambassador to assist me in evacuating stranded
Ethiopians in France, such as Mekbeb and Ato Mekonnen. The Bntish
Ambassador communicated with the Emperor, who had retumed to
Ethiopia, through telegram and assured me that 1 would soon be
retumning home. At that time, it was very difficult boarding ships. So 1
requested the Personal Secretary of the Emperor in England, Ato
Amanuel Abraham, to write a memo for me asking port authorities the |
should be given priority to travel to Ethiopia which he good-heartedly
did.

Before 1 left Portugal, 1 exchanged & number of letters with the
remauning Ethiopaans in France regarding their exit and arranged for their
cascs to be looked after by various embassics, which could help them
leave France. The only person | had on my side was Monsiewr Lukas. |
boarded on a ship and after two months of voyage around Africa |
reached Mombassa. | amived in Addis Ababa at the end of 1941, 1 met
the Emperor and briefed him about the encounters | had faced since our
last meeting. For the next three months | was not engaged in official
duties. I suggested 1o the Emperor that certain issues need 10 be officially
recorded. He accepted my suggestion and assigned me to an office in the
Ministry of Pen, where | resumed my daily tasks under his direct
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Though 1 had less responsibility, as a Vice Minister, | fulfilled the
following important tasks.

*  Asalegal advisor 10 the Emperor, I used to drafl letters that were
semt 1o vanous Heads of States, and statements for official

addresses the Emperor spoke at.

*  Along with Monsieur Charles Mathew, 1 wrote the first decree (it
was published in the Negarit Gazetta) detailing the
responsibilitics and obligations of Mimisters of the Imperial
Govemment of Ethiopia.

* Al the founding of the Ethiopian National Bank and currency |
had to beat the British proposal in a ferocious argumentation to
have the headquartier based inland, and restrict the board
membership 1o Ethiopians.

3.1 Establishment of the Ethiopian National Bank

The 1944 Agreement gave the British a type of Protectorate mandate
over Ethiopia. (We did not even have the nght 10 employ an adviser
without their permission.) As we had not yet issued our own currency,
we were forced 10 use the East African Shilling. There were about twelve
British advisors in Ethiopia under the leadership of Langford, who
wanted the headquarters of the Ethiopian bank 1o be located in London.
They further suggested that the bank's board members should meet n
London and be jomntly nominated by the King of Great Britain and the
Emperor. They also wanted the Imperial Ethiopian Government to
deposit all its gold reserves in London, and to finance the printing of our
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currency. (If by any given reason we discontinued our friendship they
could casily nationalize all our gold reserves.) Thus, we totally resisted
this idea. The British advisors were upset and were threatening to
suspend the supply of East African Shilling. | suggested for a joint
discussion with the Brtish advisors to work on a scheme, then 1o bring #
1o the Emperor’s attention. They agreed with the idea. Berwoded
Mckonnen Endalkachew chaired the mecting, Dehafe [Neas
Woldegiorgis Woldeyohannes, Afo Mckonnen Desta and 1 were the

negoliators.

After a long discussion, we agreed the scat of the Bank would be
Addis Ababa and the board members are appointed by the Emperor. As a
result, the Ethiopian National Bank (ENB) was cstablished and a national
currency was circulated. (A detailed account of these negotiations can be
seen in the official govemment document, )

On one occasion the Brtish brought the idea that “The Old
Ethiopia is now replaced by the New Fthiopia and the government
should issue new decrees and national proclamations”™. The Council of
Mimsters debated on the issuc to which [ stood against saying, “Ethaopia
was never extirpated and the state of war against laly never abated. We
never concluded any Armistice or Peace Treaty with laly. Consequently,
all the initial laws of Etlnopia are valid.”

I was instructed to take care of the issue with the British.
Accordingly. | confronted the Bntish, “The agreement the Emperor
signed in 1944 consisted of the pluase *... by the power vesied on me by
the Constitution ..." which gave proof of the First Constitution's (1930)
validity.” | siated that the onginal constuution would invalidate the
succeeding constitution; therefore, the 1944 Agreement was also invalid
The British understood the comsequence of the 1944 agreement's
invalidity and aspprovingly smd | was right. In this manner we tied a
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signed agreement that Ethiopia was not extinct and presented it to the
emperor. Their initial aim was to change the constitution and the
frontiers of the country had we agreed Ethiopia is born anew.

3.2 Vice Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs

Though I was appointed Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1943 10
1949, I double as a Minister discharging the duty since that portfolio was
vacant. The law also requires the vice minister to assume full
responsibility for the running of the ministry in the absence of the
minister, Later on, | was officially appointed as Minister and
sccomplished the following tasks. At this point, I would like to point out
that at the time the number of Ethiopians who had obtained higher
education degrees from an overseas university were not more than five or
six in the entire country. When | joined the Ministry of Forcign Affairs
there was not even one staff member who has a degree. Later, when
Eritrea rejoined Ethiopia in 1952, many Eritreans were appointed to
ministerial and other higher posts. For quite a while, | held discussions
and resolved disputes with various forcign govemments by my own,
usually 1 faced the worlds without the assistance of a secretary or
qualified personnel. My fellow ministers and officials vividly remember
the hardship I faced st work.

My primary task at the Foreign Mimistry was to review the
contemporary situation Ethiopia was i, and extrapolate future work
Programmes:

A) Though Italy was defeated and had withdrawn from Ethiopia, from
the legal point of view, we were still at war with Italy since no
Amistice or Peace Treaty had yet been concluded between
Ethiopia and laly. Besides, other govemments were also fighting
with the German, ltalian, and Japanese forces.
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B)

C)

D)

E)

F)

H)

Allied countnies that previously considered Ethiopia as pant of the
halian colony, among them is England, took Ethiopia as an enemy
territory that is overtaken by an ally. The agreement of 1942 signed
between Ethiopia and Britain portrayed as if we were under Bntish
administration. It said, "The Bntish had occupied Ogiden,
controlled the railway, and commanded the Ethioptan army; they
had sanctioned the employment of workers to various offices, and
they controlled the landing of airplancs”.

My prime task was 1o change the prevailing agreement Ethiopia
had with the British, and 10 regain full control over the railway line
and the Ogaden region.

Once the war was over, | decided 10 ask for membership at the
Peace Conference and raise vital questions concerning peace and
stability. | have 1o work harder towards this,

1 also decided to prepare the necessary groundwork 0 become a
founding member of the United Nations Organization, which will
replace the League of Nations.

I made the necessary groundwork 1o regain Afambo from the
occupying French forces,

I started preliminary talks with the British colomal administration
in the neighbouring Sudan to reunite Gambela with the rest of
Ethiopia.

As one needs a firm fence around his backyard to protect his
property from intrusion, a nation also needs to distinctly demarcate
is frontiers to forestall potential incidents and conflicts. | prepared
the necessary draft to delimit the Ethiopsan boundary with
neighbounng countnies. Italians opened war on Ethiopia over the
Walwal territory, denying the existence of a boundary delimiting
Ethiopia from Somalia. Except for the boundary between British
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Somaliland and Ethiopia, there was no clear demarcation between
Ethiopia and the ncighbounng termtories of Kenya, Sudan,
Djibout:, and Italian Somaliland.

Regarding internal affairs of the country, obviously much had to be
done before Ethiopia could be accepled as a legitimate nation on
the global arena. |, therefore, aimed at an overall socio-cconomic
improvement, amending the constitution and the National
Education Programmcs.

The Agreement with the British government

In principle I did not accept in perpetuity the War Settlement Agreement
concluded between Ethiopia and Britain on January 31, 1942 As a result,
I made the following preparation for replacement of the 1942 agreement
with the November 19, 1944 agreement.

A. The 1942 War Treaty gave the impression that Ethiopia was a British
protectorate and hence:

)
ii)

iii)

1)

v)

vi)

it gave British forces authority anywhere in the country;

it allowed Britain to occupy all areas of the country;

no acroplane was allowed to land in Ethiopia without British
consemt,

the British were the sole official advisers 10 the govermment of
Ethiopia and no other forcign adviser was allowed to be hired
without their permission;

4 cnme suspect of British nationality or any other foreign
citizenship will not be sentenced unless a British judge was
comamissioned to sit on the Ethiopian bench;

the Ogaden Reserved Arca (Buffer Zone) is under Brish
possession and they controlled the ratlway line 100,
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vii) the British ambassador has priority over all other ambassadors in
the country;

viii) the British Commander-in-Chief has precedence over all other
army officers in the country etc.

B. | submitted a memorandum to the Emperor informing him of the
British desire 10 reverse the 1942 agreement. His majesty agreed o
start a talk. Realizing that the British would be alarmed if I disclose
our wish for negotiations, | resorted to sending 3 waming notice
instead. In the notification lewter, refeming to an article of the
previous treaty | asked the British to enter into negotiation with the
Ethiopian government over territorial nghts of the occupied arcas in
the next three months; in case of defiance, the mandates bestowed on
them by the previous agreement should be nullified. When they got
the notice, the British put their anmy in Kenya on alent. After a long
bickering, they agreed to send a delegation for negotiation.

C. A delegation of fifteen British men led by Loed De La Warr amved
in Addis Ababs. The Ethiopian delegation was lod by Berwoded
Mekonnen Endalkachew who was assisted by General Abye Abebe,
Ato Woldegiorgis Woldeyoahnes, Ao Yilma Deressa, Ao Mckonnen
Desta and myself. Lord De La Warr and 1 were the main negotiators.
We were on par with each other (For further details, see the officaal
government document).

Ultimately, we agreed 1o amend any article of the previous treaty
that conflicts with Ethiopia’s sovereignty. However, we were stuck in a
disagreement concerning the following three issues.
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33.1 Ogaden

Lord De La Warr insisted Ogaden would not be handed over to Ethiopia
due 1o an agreement Britain had tied with ltaly and France to adjoin the
British, French and ltalian Somalilands and Ogaden into one sohd
termitory that would be administrated under the British Commonwealth |
replied,

“Ethiopis was the first victim of fascist Italy and the first to free
nsell from colonsal grips. How come, you, the British, who were our
man ally, change your mind now and get tempted to divide up our
country; I strongly protest and do not accept such an opinion™.

I walked out of the meeting in protest. The same evening | wrote
an cight-page letter of protestation and sem it 10 Lord De La Warr, |
personally delivered copies of the memo to the Soviet, American, and the
French ambassadors. When Lord De La Warr received the letter, he
became funous since the matter was disclosed 1o the other three
countrics.

The next day, he protested to the Emperor that the letter must be
withdrawn, lest he would retum to Britain. The mecting was interrupted
for three days. I refused to withdraw the letter; some of our delegates
were inclined to withdraw it. 1 threatened to resign if the Jetter is
retrieved. My aim was 10 regain the Ogaden, to knock down the British
idea of Grester Somalia, and to expose the British conspiracy against
Exhiopia to other nations. After three days of diplomatic tug-of-war, the
negotiation resumed without withdrawing the letter (As the subject is 100
detailed, see official documents).

Ethiopia being allies with Britain, America, and other countries
dumumwumidaudmdweuudcafmmlmoncu:am
agreement on the following. “As ally for the prosecution of the war,
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without prejudice of her sovercignty and until the end of the war,
Ethiopia accepts 10 put Ogaden under the Briush military
admimstration.” (See the agreement.)

Al the time we did not have direct comact or diplomatic relations
witly any other nation, we were in the hands of the Brtish.

3.3.2  I'he Railway

Ihe British refrained giving up the railway line under the pretence that
Britain was still panticipating in Workd War 11, and Ethiopia did not have
qualified personnel and managers to run the operations. We fought back
saying, "We will hire trained people.” They insisted, the hand over will
be effected when 1t is proved Ethiopia has the capacity. Not only was
lﬁuuopuhmdiuwedbylactofmimdmwww.thm.which
originally constructed and operated the railway, was defeated and
occupred by Germany. With the view 10 use the railway as auxiliary in
the war, we had 10 cooperate with the Brtish until such a time we had
our own trained men.

3.3.3 Financial Assistance

During the war, we were runming the day-to-day governmental activitics
with the twelve million pound sterling axd we received from the British.
In essence we were rebuilding the country, official activities and taxation
had just resumed. We did not issue our currency yet. The East African
Shilling was stull used widely for trading. The Bratish wanted to appoint a
regulatory commtlee 10 supervise how we spent the moncey; otherwise,
they declined to release the donation. | protested and notified them, “Thas
is not different from protectiomism. As an independent nation, we prefer
to forfeit the subsidy and keep our independence rather than living under
your contro).”
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I had a firm belief that we could cope with the limited resources
we had. The Emperor also agreed totally with my stand. After this
statement the British stopped fighting over the proposal.

3.4. Struggle for the implementation of the agreement
34.1. The Railway Line

It was necessary 10 employ expatriate technicians for repainng and
managing the railway service. We made an agreement with an American
company known as the “White Corporation™. This company came earlier
to Ethiopia to conduct a prelimunary survey of the Blue Nile. It opened
an office in Addis Ababa and we paid six thousand dollars a month 1o the
corporation. No sponer afler it started operating the corporation closed its
activities. It later came to our understanding that the French pressunzed
the American company to close down its activities. | discovered the
whole matter about the White Corporation from Amencan government
when I went to San Francisco in 1944 to panake in the formation of the
United Nations Charnter. The Amencan govemnment defimitely told me
that they did not want 1o offend the French govemment because of
Ethiopia. Most western govemments were waging the war, Ethiopia had
no relationship with these governments at ambassadonal level. Hence,
we had no one to tum to for help. Morcover, eighty percemt of the
railway line properties were owned by France, which meant we were
obliged to discuss the matter with the French authorities,

I accused the French government of breaching the terms of the
agreement they had made with Arse Menelik by allowing the talians to
transport thewr army into Ethiopia by the train. 1 proclaimed the
agreement was not enacted, so | proposed for a new agreement
However, not only they dented transporting cnemy soldiers but also
resisted 1o accept the new proposal.



148 Akklu Remembery

The confrontation rolls on until 1946. 1 met the French Forcign
Affairs Minister Monsicur Zay while | was in London. He disclosed the
French government's wish to approve of the proposal. | signed the
agreement with the French Ambassador when | returned to Addis Ababa.

Al last, we ook over the management of the milway line from
the British and started running it ourselves. Afler few years we signed
the agreement that govems the operation today [1974]. The new
agreement mandated:

a) fifty percent of the railway ownership to Ethiopia, and the remaining
fifty percent to France,

b) an equal-half representation of both countries in the management
board,

¢) The Railway Head Office would be moved from Pans to Addis
Ababa and it would follow the decrees and instructions of owr

34.2 Ogaden and the “Reserved Area™

A. The Ogaden

It 100k considerable time and assiduous effort to reunite Ogaden with
Ethiopian (for detailed information, #t would be helpful to refer the
official government documents).

In 1946, 1 went 10 London to discuss Ogaden's transfer with
British Foreign Affairs Minister, Mr. Emest Bevin, He stated,

The British would not return Ogaden as Ethiopsa had never
previously administered the temitory, The record about the
border mcidence you bad with this territory can fill up this
house. After consultanion with our ally countries, we have the
mienizon 10 merge the vanous parts of Somakland with the
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Ogaden and create Greater Somalia and put it under British
adnunistration. Addwionally, we are planning 1o raise the
matter at the Peace Conference that starts m a few months

I became so funious and replied, “We fought with ltalians over
Ogaden. If England wants 10 breakaway the Ogaden, then you have 10
vanquish us, take it by your muscles.”

Angry as | was, | walked out. Aro Teferawork [Kidanewold)
(later he was promoted Tshafe Tezaz) was with me.

Subsequently, | explained 1o Mr. Meschev [?7] what Bevin had
said and even showed him notes and 3 map of Ogaden. [ affirmed to him
about the British conspiracy to take away one third of Ethiopia's termitory.
When he retumned to his country Mr. Meschev declared at a press
conference that “the colonialists™ are conspiring to take away a quarter of
Ethiopia’s land. He strongly denounced the British government's
inentions. There was a strong suspicion by the British and Americans
that the Soviets would attack and occupy territory by invading Turkey
and Iran. Britain was rocked with fear of the incident. The House of
Commons deliberated on the issuc and made Bevin responsible for the
diplomatic mishap. He replied 10 the House repentantly that he did
everything out of pity for the Ogaden people; he would not intend to do
anything without the accord of Ethiopian government,

As Ethiopia's rejection of the British plan was a foregone
conclusion, the Bntish handed the Ogaden back to Ethiopia (with the
exception of the ‘Reserved Arca” — the fertile land the British
intentionally fenced off) in 1948 afier a long wrangling. There was a
conspiracy by the British to ferment terror in Ogaden during the
handover. We sent security officials led by Chief of Security Colonel
Kifle Ergetu and concluded the affair in an orderly manner.
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B. The R(',\t’l’\'('d Area

Regarding the so-called ‘Reserved Area’, the British blatantly refused to
return it to Ethiopia, arguing # is a pasture land of Brniush Somala
“Otherwise”, they wamed, “peace would never reign if these arcas were
given back to Ethiopia™. | refuted their allegation, “For a long time, we
have lived together peacefully; it is you, who provoke conflict between
us. Based on the agreements reached with Azse Menelik and in 1944, we

want you to retumn the Reserved Area™

AT Mohaaramed harn Peahiom Feal of Soesalia and PM AKBN Habie Wold of Fihsopa grvng

3 e conleen £ the Addis Al lrva sl sport n 1O
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A high-level British delegation came 1o Addis Ababa to impress

on us that Prime Minister Churchill’s cabinet would not relinquish its

position and give up the “Reserved Area”. | walked out of the meeting

and sent a message 10 the British government through our ambassador,

Afo Abebe Retta, our decision that unless they give back the ‘Reserved

Area’, we will present the case before United Nations Secunity Council.

Eventually, the Bntish were forced into negotiation, however, due 10
many reasons the case was delayed (Refer 10 the official document),

When the Emperor was on his first official visit to London [afier
the liberation], the British proposed to pick up the discussion about
Ogaden in Britain. 1 declined the invitation as we were there for other
purposes, it was nol appropriate 1o discuss the Ogaden issue then They
announced that if we refuse the offer the matter could be delayed for
months. The Emperor took the ship to London, | stayved behind and
resumed the discussion with Mr. Anthony Eden and flew there a day
before the Emperor’s amival. | and Mr. Eden came 10 an agreement that
Britain would hand over the ‘Reserved Area’” 1o Ethiopia within one
month.

As s00n as we amved in Addis Ababs, the Emperor received a
telegram from Mr. Eden asking to delay the retum of the ‘Reserved
Area’ not 1o invoke an uprising. Their reasoning could not convinee us.
So we ignored the waming and stood firm with the onginal decision.
They wamed Ethiopia will be held responsible for the consequences.
Finally, the British handed over the land at the agreed time table. We
took great precaution of the security.

We thought that we are on the saddle now. The British sent a
telegram 1o the United Nations and a handpicked 1ecam of grafied Jocal
people 10 voice their protest. | went 1o New York to counter and foil
their latest tactic. | met the Secretary General of the United Nations and
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representatives of other nations, argued that my government seriously
dissented that the Security Council should not make it an agenda as it is
entirely an internal affair. Inculcating this understanding. 1 succeeded

displacing the appeal.
3.5 Formulation and Foundation of the United Nations

As we heard that a new organization is 1o replace the old League of
Nations, 1 had forcthought that we need to strive to be a founding
member in the United Nations, whose birth was imminent, instcad of
being an observer after it is founded (it was a case when we were
accepted by the League of Nations),

In 1944, President Rooscvelt sent a chartered planc to fetch the
Emperor for a secret meeting on the presidential cruise at Port Said. |
accompanied the Emperor to the mecting. He held a long discussion with
Roosevelt onboard the ship. Among other things, we talked about the
future United Nations. | made clear our intention to join as a founding
member. The President promised to support our proposal. We also
presented an official position paper to the president that indicated our
desire to open discussion with the lalians regarding the Entrean
question. (Ras Kassa Hailu, Aro Yilma Deressa, and General Mered
Menegesha, were also present duning the discussion).

Churchill was on his way back from the Yalta Conference when
ke picked up news of the Emperor's meeting with the Amencan
President. Through Roosevelt, we received a message that Churchill
would also like 10 meet with the Emperor for talks. America was behind
this invitation. Present at the mecting was Mr. Eden. We gave them a
similar position paper. We emphasized the Eritrean question and the war
reparation we demanded from lIaly. Throughout our prolonged
discussion Mr. Eden opposed our proposals on the ground that the
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halians had built many roads and other infrastructure, that this 1s enough
a compensation Ethiopia should not lay no more claims. Cynscal and
nigid as Mr. Eden was we stopped the discussion and | went back home.

When the San Francisco conference spproaches, we were invited
like other independent ally countries. We were invited because of the
support we had from the United States government. Ethiopia, Libenia and
Egypt were the only three countrics invited from Afnica. No country was
invited from Asia; India was under occupation. The tolal number of
countrics who were signatories at the founding of the United Nations was
fifty-two. The Ethsopian delegation to the conference was led by Prime
Minister Birweded Mekonnen Endalkachew, and | was deputy head of
the delegation. The other members were:

Blata Ephrem Teweldemedhen
Aro Amanuel Abraham

Aro Ambaye Woldemanam
Arto Minasse Lemma

Ato Petros Sahelu

Due 10 language and other problems the head of delegation,
Birweded Mckonnen, had to leave the conference and 1 replaced him as
Head of the Exhiopia team. The conference began its discussion in San
Francisco in May 1944 and the Ethiopian delegation contributed a
number of critical viewpoints for amendment. (As this topic is very
broad, for the details see the United Nations document). Indeed, referming
1o previous expeniences with the lalians, | intervened and commented
several times on vanous issues. One significant example of the
amendments that sprang from my proposal and is worth mentioning was,
“If & country c¢nes it is threatened by another country and calls the
Security Council to investigate the matter, the Security Council should
meet and do so accordingly.”
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Few countries, particularly the United States delegation, opposed
the sdea on the ground that the Security Council cannot meet withow
concrete evidence at hand. | strongly argued and justified my proposal
citing the Malian invasion on Ethiopia as practical example.

No one responded 1o our appeal for seven months pror 1o the

first intrusson 1m0 Ethiopaa by ltaly. Rather, this circumstance

gave ltaly time 10 transport sis anmy, tents, plases and tanks

across the Red Sea. It was oaly afier the [abans penctrated

thuty Kslometres inside Fihoopia that the League of Nations

heard Etheopia’s plea. And during the heanng our country was

akready oceupied.

Most countries, particularly the Fremch delegation, were
impressed by my explanation and the amendment was finally accepted,
Because of this panticular amendment the Secunity Council now regularly
sits every time an appeal comes from any country. The month long paper
work culminated, the fifty-two Heads of Delegations signed declaring
their acceptance of the rules and regulations of the Charter of the United
Nations. On behalf of Ethiopia, | also signed the charter.
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3.6 Establishment of the Ethiopian Airlines

Having completed my mssion s San Francisco, | twavelled 10
Washingion D.C. and | beld discussions with United States govermmen
oflicials on varwous 1ssues (1 stayed at the Blaur House), The core of the
discussion and the succeeding major  accomplishment was  the

establishment of the Ethiopian Airlines (EAL), Ato Minasse was present

throughout the discussion. As Ethiopia did ot have auplanes and trained

pilots, 1 requested for the establishment of a jomt airline venture, The
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Americans did not accept my request on the ground that no Ethiopian
could be a pilot.

When | returned home, | requested the Emperor 10 buy our own
airplanc on credit and employ the Transcontinental and Western Airlines
(TWA) on a yearly basis for the management of the Airlines. The
Emperor agreed and | signed the agreement with the TWA president in
Addis Ababa.

My efforts paid back. Ethiopian Airlines now flies all over the
world by intemationally accredited Ethiopian pilots and is managed by
our own people. All my effort to establish and strengthen the Ethiopian
Airlines could be scen from the archive.




4
The Paris Peace Conference with Italy

4.1 Attempts to participate in the conference:
July—August 1946

1) Staruing from 1943, a nagging suspicion gnps me that when the
Second World War ends, our encmies would leave no stone unturned
to prevent us from participating in the Peace Conference arguing
that:

a) Exhiopia did not actually participate in the Second World War;

b) Ethiopia's war with the Italians had started and ended in 1936, and
the majority of countries had recognized Ethiopia as an  Mahan
termtory, and,

¢) after the end of the Italian War, we repeatedly proposed to send
our army to fight the Malians on the side of the allied foroes. The
offer was tumed down under the pretext that we did not have a
modern army and artillery.

1) The United States, Bntain, France, Soviet Union and China
determuned the number and type of governments that can participate
at the Peace Agreement with ltaly. They proclaimed that the
conference aimed at settling the war against ltaly that stanted in
1940, and that only those countries which actually participated in the
war on European soil could take pant in the Peace Conference. This
means we cannot sit for signing the Peace Agreement with ltaly
along with the countries we consider as our allies. | knew this would

make Ethiopia greatly venerable. If we opened a dialogue with htaly
alone, it would undoubtedly reject all of our demands.
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iti) 1 stanted discussions with the governments of the Big Four nations,
namely, the United States, Britain, France and the Soviet Union. |
started the dialogue first with the Americans, who since the end of
the war were sympathetic 10 us. | presented a well-wntten
memorandum with the following points,

4) We did not yet sign an Amustice with the lalians since the war was
not over despite the fact that France had already signed Armistice
with Germany;

b) During the five years of lalian aggression, Ethiopian patriots
continued fighting with the halians whale the Emperor, despite many
inducements by the lalians, was in Geneva appealing to the League
of Nations. Hence Italy's occupation was restricted 1o centain towns,
much of the country was unoccupied land controlled by Ethiopia.

¢) If we had not resisted the invasion, ltaly would have used Ethiopia as
a major fortress and passage to easily occupy Sudan, Egypt, and
Kenya.

d) It was for thas reason (cited in C) that in 1940, Ethiopian patriots
defeated the ltahians with the assistance of a few British soldiers.

¢) Thercfore, we should be considered as one of the allied countries.

Thus, we substantiated our claim for a legitimate participation in
the Peace Conference. The Americans accepted our proposal with
sympathy and informed us that they would approve our participation, yet
they told us that we should convince the Soviets, as it was them who
restricted participation of other countries. (As the majority of countnes
side with the West, the Soviets put up this hurdle 1o prevent the
panticipation of many countrics, therefore, the three western countries,
would not win on majority vote.)
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I reminded the Soviets that our country was the first victim of

fascist Itabian aggression, and that we had all the nght to participate at

the peace negotiation. | said, “Are you not the defendants of the rights of

Afnican and other small nations? How can one forget the long-standing

relationshup between the Soviet Union and Ethsopia? Were you not our
supporters at the League of Nations hearing m Geneva”™

Contemplating all these, the Soviets gave us their words o
support us participate in the Peace Conference. Having thus convineed
the two super powers, | discussed the issuc with the French and the
British in a manner that would ensure our position, and they 100 agreed.
It was under such delicate conditions that | managed to enrol Ethiopia
into the pcace negotiations, along with twenty other governments. This
situation gave us the chance not only to participate, but also 10 discuss
and raise vital question concemning laly.

4.2 Proceedings of the debate at the Peace Conference
4.2.1 Preparation for the debate
For the Pans Peace Conference, | prepared a position paper outlining our
arguments to focus on the following three points:
i) o make sure that ltaly forfeit all her colomal 1emiones and gram
their independence;
i1) to prepare a position thesis regarding Entrea and Somalia; and
ili) to state in detail all the crimes and destruction incurred on  the
people and the country, and ask for reparations.
The above points needed a thorough research. Unfortunately, we
did not have reliable statistics nor professional staff to do the job.
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Representatives of the twenty participating countrics were
divided into two groups: the West and the East. We were very careful
how 10 approach each side. Of the twenty countrics, sixteen were western
(including the United States, Brtain and France) who would eventually
back ltaly 1o stop it from becoming @ communist state. The other four
countnes, namely, the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, Ukraine, and Bolivia
were against ltaly. If we sided with the Soviets, we would losc our case
1o a majority vote. If we sided with the Western countries, which had
concern not to offend haly, we would not reccive much support from
them. So we were left in great apprehension. Because of this, 1 was
forcing through our case 1o the Big Four: the United States, Britain,
France and the Soviet Union, since we met with Roosevelt and Churchill
back in 1944.

When the Pans Peace Conference approached, we too received a
formal invitation. At that moment | was abroad working on the same
issuc. | immedaately informed the Emperor my willingness to participate
in the Ethiopian tcam, However, | suggested that it was wise to send a
delegation of distinguished personalities 1o the conference like Birweded
Mckonnen Endalkachew and Ras Abebe Aregaye. | received a personally
hand-written letter from the Emperor emphasizing that as | had the
experience from the San Francisco conference, | should lead the
delegation composed of Blatengeta Lorenzo Taczaz, Blate Ephrem
Teweldemedhen, Afo Teferawork Kidanewold, Are Tesfaye Tegegn, and
Lif Membere Yayehyerad (The handwritten instruction of the Emperor is
still available in the archive,)
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4.2.2 The debate

When the meeting commenced, cach representative read out his
government's position regarding the peace negotiation. | made a
long speech revealing Ethiopia's position, highlighting the [talian
war crimes, the loss on life and property, the amount of war
reparations and other related questions. (See the full speech in
official government documents.) At last, when it was Italy’s tum a

volatile incident occurred. The Italian Foreign Affairs Minister,
Signor Gaspenini, made a serious allegation by inquinng,

According 1o the draft of the agreement, we are gathered here

to put an end to the 19490 war. ... The war with Ethiopea

started at the end of 1935 and ended m 1936 [?]. Therefore, |

am surprised 1o sec the Ethuopian delegation here. Ninety per

cent of the countries present in this meeting have recognized

Ialy's occupation of Ethiopia. If Ethiopia is allowed 8o take

part m this conference, then we ought 10 have invited China

and Japan and investigate the conflict between them as well,

A sense of confusion and misunderstanding descended on
the delegates. | requested to take the floor and made the following
strong statement.

The Eshsopian delegation came 10 this conference m search of
peace. As far as we are concerned, the war, which had stared
mn 1935, 1 not yet over. Nor did we make amy military or
peace agreement. Il ltaly still wishes to continee the war, 1
will immedsatcly send a iclegram 10 the Emperor o declare
war on laaly. And Ethuopia wall not be held responsible for the
lives of the 300,000 Italsans presently residiag n the country
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Al this point the delegates became even more confused and
the conference was adjoumned for a short break. Outside, an
informal negotiation 100k place through the mediatorship of
American and French delegates. They reprimanded [talian
delegates to think over the fate of the Italians residing in Ethiopia
whose lives were at stake. In the end, the lalians sgreed on our
participation. At the meeting, | demanded the Peace Agreement to
be amended inserting the following statement,

The war between Ethiopia and ltaly actually started on 3

October 1935, Any principle that is stated in the Peace

Treaty should be binding from this date onwards.

Other countries assented to my idea and as a result, the
ltalians accepted the new agreement. Regarding this account refer
to the Paris Peace Agreement Article 38,

4.2.3 Territorial issue

Drawing on histoncal and documented facts, we notified the Big Four
powers Ethiopia has temitorial right over Entrca and Somali, and
demanded the withdrawal of Mahians from all thewr colomies. (The entire
speech we delivered could be referred from the memorandum presented
a1t the Peace Conference and in the book writien by professor Norman
Bentwich.)

The Egyptian delegate asked permission and was given a chance
to speak. He demanded, as Egypt had previously seized the seaport of
Miutswa, it should be handed over 1o Egypt. | gave him what he asked
for, “In the first place, Egypt was a Turkish colony and you ought 1o
remember that during your briel occupation of Mitswa you were
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shamefully defeated and obliterated at Gundagundi and Dogali by Ras
Alula and his comrades.” Egypt forsook s demand.

Afler an intensive two months deliberation concerning Italian
colonies, the following articles were legaslated.

Article 23 (a)  laly has Jost its nghts on sts fonmer
colonacs;

(b)  The fare of the colomies would be decided by
the Bag Four: USA. USSR, Britain, and France. Any
decisson on the future of & colony has w0 ke mw
account the wish of the people, peace und national
sccurity, and the reaction of countrics who had
receptly adminsstrated these termitonies. If the Big
Four could not reach an agreement, the case would
be brought to the United Nations.

We had 10 put in enormous cfforts for an entire year into this
draft, stressing peace and national secunty. The reason for this was our
expenience of being invaded through Ertrea and Somaha We also
emphasized askng for colomal termitones 10 be able 1o directly discuss
specific problems with the Big Four countries.

4.2.4 War reparations

The Big Four proposed that Ethiopia and Albania be given five million
US dollars cach as compensation for war crimes committed by the
ltalians. The Malians refused to pay any compensation 1o Ethiopia
mamtaining that they had built roads, houses, electnicity, ete. Exhibiting
with photographs (in a sardomsc way) they showed what the roads,
houses and electnicity distribution was hike and how these were changed
during their occupation. | argued, “These infrastructures were buih
following Maly's war strategy and not with a vision for development,
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They're built around mountains; not across meadows or nvers for local
people’s use. Hence it all was made to accelerate the war”

The representatives were impressed with my rationalization.
After a long debate, the house decided that aly should pay 25 million
US dollars in war reparation to Ethsopia. (In fact, Ethiopia demanded 30
million dollars but it was vetoed by Greek.) Albasua was compensated
five million US dollars, as initially proposed by the Big Four.

4.2.5  Restitution of property

According 10 intemational law, Ethiopian govemment could only
nationalize halian government’s property in Ethiopia, exciuding s
embassy. (Simularly, France, who was also occupied for four years by the
Germans, did not nationalize German's private property or their
embassy,) However, the ltalians had owned many propertics such as
private houses and other assets which they amassed during the war and
this was done not in good faith. Hence, we demanded, for the restitution
of properties owned by ltalians and won the case. Our intention to
nationalize the lalian embassy sct off an angry criticism from all
participants. Nevertheless, | sturdily explamed that the lalians had
misused the embassy as a military supply depot whach is in contradiction
with the charactenstics of an embassy,

The Big Four insisted such a statement would not be
mncorporated in the treaty; that they should discuss the matter among
themselves. Instead, they opted to promulgate an official declaration,
They decreed that Ethiopta was entitled to nationalize the Malian
embassy, which we did. (We returned their embassy in Addis Ababa
after they gave us an equivalent amount of land and housing in Rome
where our embassy is housed in now). The nationalized property was
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worth millions of dollars. It must also be recalled that the Koka dam was
constructed in compensation for Italian war crimes.

43
()

(i)
(1)

()

v)

w)

(vii)

Conclusion

We participated in the Peace Conference on equal footing with
other invited nations.

We succeeded in forcing Italy to abandon s colonial claim over
Entrea, Somaha and Libya.

For the first time, we successfully presented our position regarding
Entrea

We had convinced the conference participants that the Ethio-Ralian
war, which began in 1940, was the firse bawrle that erupted before
other worlds jump into the Second World War,

When the fate of former ltalian colonies was up for decision at the
United Nation's establishing meeting, we succeeded in presenting
Ethiopia's opinion for due consideration.

We received 25 mullion U.S. dollars in compensation for Italian
war damage.

Ethiopia was allowed to nationalize both private and state-owned
Italian properties in Ethiopia.



5
My Struggle to Reunite Eritrea with Ethiopia

5.1  Confrontation with the Big Four

The Panis Peace Conference of 1946 authorized the Big Four to resolve
controversics that emanates from the colonial relationship with the
temitonies. If not, according 10 the treaty the matter would be then taken
to the United Nations. With respect 1o this issue, space will limit me to
detail all challenges [ have faced in my onc-year-long duty. However, |
would like o mention as an example one outstanding incidemt |
encountered,

When the Big Four held @ meeting in London, they sent me a
telegram stating that they would like to hear Ethiopia's opinion, and that
[ should be present on the fixed date of the hearing. The telegram arrived
on Frday. | had only two days to reach London. In the first place, we did
not have an airplane. The British airline, BOAC (British Overseas
Airlines Corporation) flics to Addis Ababa only once o week. | sent o
telegram to London explaning the transportation difficulty and requested
them 10 extend the heaning by five days 1o allow me tme 10 fly there.
They telegraphed back that they could not postpone the hearing The
only option | had was 1o fly in an unregistered small plane donated by the
British to the Emperor for private use,
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Bosades das koy post as PM i BEoperor Hatleslassie's govemment, Ak wis 2
loval campanion of the Enperot

As the planc had 1o land to refuel in Sudan, Egypt, Greece, and
France, | obtained landing permits from their embassies and departed on
Saturday. We were well seen in Sudan. When we reached Luxor airpont
in Egypt, although | showed the landing permut to an officer, he refused
1o provide us fued saving, “We're at war with Isracl 'm not posstive that
the permit 1s valid; the pilot might be an Isracli. Besides, there is a flight
cmbargo after 4:00 p.m. duc to the fighting. So you should fly to Cairo
for exammation, You'll be escorted by a plane,” he rattled through
orders

Once we were in the air, the pilot asked me what we should do. |
sensed that if we travel to Cairo, we would not make it for the hearing on
Monday, and would mar Eftuopia’s mterest. 1, theretore, instructed the
piiot to take a nsk and fly along the Red Seca towards the Meduermancan
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Sca. We were temified of the nsk we took. When we cventually flew
over the Mediterrancan, we exhaled with relief. At 9:00 pm. in the
evening we armved in Cyprus and asked for a landing permission since
we almost run out of fuel. The landing strip had no lights that they
flashed headlights of lormies and we landed safely. After replenishing the
airplane, we spent the night there and the next day, Sunday, we landed in
Greece where we were warmly welcomed. We refuelled and loft for
Marscilles. Here, the personnel at the airport refused to provide us petrol
unless we paid in cash contending that it was an unregistered airplane.
After a long confrontation, they refuclled the plane and we landed in
London in good time.

1 met the representatives of the Big Four and explained to them
the difficultics | faced duning the joumcy just to be in time for the
meeting. When the meeting started, | distnbuted to the delegates copies
of the sixty-page speech. When | started reading out the speech, the
French delegate complained that he had no patience 10 listen the full
speech if | was to read it It was a hot August day. | insisted on
personally reading my speech to the delegates saying, I flew 1o the
mecting through homific difficultics believing that 1 would be allowed 1o
speak for at least two hours at the hearing.” The Russian Chair Malik [7),
ruled in my favour and gave me the floor. Consequently, | presented the
entire speech and answered some questions that arose afterward.

The French representative (Malgli [?]) commented that Ethiopia
may be justified in demanding a right on Eritrea but he asked, what rights
Ethiopia has over Somalia. 1 replied that the French Somaliland
hustonically belongs to Ethiopia. | inquired if he was not aware of this
fact. At this point, the Russian chairman, wearing a delighted look told
the French delegate he was given a sufficient reply. In the meantime, |
submitted a well-prepared memorandum and we departed.
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Later on, the Big Four sent an enquiry commission to both
Entrea and Somalia. Among the enquiry commission delegates were Mr,
Stafford who led the British team and who previously was a financial
advisor; the United States team was led by Mr. Hutter, Chief of the
Ethiopian desk at the State Deparnment, whom | had known for many
years, and Monsicur Bizzar de Fozay led the French team. | had no
acquaintances with the leader of the Russian team,

While the commission, based ot Asmara in Entrea, was
conducting the investigation, | was attending the United Nations meeting
in America. Aro Gebremeskelas Kefle'iga and Slata Dawit Iqub'ign
were also with me. Leaming the inquiry commission's presence in
Asmara, | hurriedly returned home travelling via Casro. Although there
was cholera epidemic outbreak in Egypt, 1 had no time to spare getting
vaccinated. | stayed for two days in Cairo waiting for a plane and took a
direct flight 1o Asmara.

On my arrival, the governor who was a Britishman (his name is
Colonel Afek{?]) mformed me that Chiawo Hotel, where the inquiry
commussion’s members will stay at, was fully booked, adding that
entrance o the hotel was not allowed except for the commission's
members. | wanted to stay ovemight at the hotel to lobby for a
considerate assessment of Eritrea’s case by the commission members.
Fortunately, they got me an unoccupied room that was booked for the
American ambassador, who would be staying a night at the hotel, After
booking in, | went to cach delegate’s bedrooms for a dinlogue. They gave
me a hope shutiering news. "Even the Christian highlanders, including
Ras Tessema and his scventy thousand followers preferred to remain
under British rule rather than 10 reunste with Ethiopia,” they told me the
inhabitants had professed.
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The Ethiopian Liaison Officer in Entrea, General Nega Haile
Selassie, briefed me how the British governor sabotaged the investigation
cutting back the supply of transportation and fuel. 1 presented a formal
protest o Mr. Bevin, the British Foreign Affairs Minister about the plot.
In spite of the instructions to abstamn from indulging in the inquiry,
Colonel Afck [?] defiantly continued acting as he pleased. Finally, the
Commission presented a written report to the United Nations. The report
was inharmonious, as some of the commission members had infused
their country’s policy mio it.

The repont is very broad, (for details, refer official documents)
but the core issue boils down 1nto two major prepositions

A. The Amenican and British delegates reported that forty percent of the
population accepted reunification with Ethiopia while sixty percent
did not. The Americans thus suggested that excluding the cities of
Asmara, Mitswa, Assab and the chnistian highlands of Akaleguaz,
Hamasien, Scraye and Aqordst, the rest of the territory should be
given back to Ethiopia. The British delegates differed suggesting that
Ethiopia should be appointed as trustee of Entrea for a penod of ten
years; at the end of the term, Entrea should be given s
independence.

B. The Sovicts and the French delegates, on the other hand, reporied
that thinty percent of the populstion sought to reunite with Ethiopia
whereas seventy percent did not. Both suggested the port of Assab to
be given to Ethiopia while the rest of the temitory remains under
Italian trusteeship.

The four nations failing 1o reach on a unanimous agreement, the
1ssue was forwarded 10 the Unsted Nations, according 10 the protocol in
the Pans Peace Agreement. Before the United Nations begins dealing
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with the matter, | felt it was essential to meet with the foreign ministers
of the Big Four and clucidate our position,

i) Rendezvous with General Marshall
In 1948 I met with the United States Forcign Affairs Minister General
Marshall, who was attending the United Nations conference in Paris and
conversed with him about the whole affair with Eritres. 1 had prepared a
memorandum to give for him. Suspecting that America decided to
sechude Asmara and Mitswa from being consolidated with Ethiopia
doubting Ethiopia’s admunistrative capabilities, | stipulated,
If we are capable of governing Addis Ababe, which

is five imes populated than Asmara, how come you bebieve

that we are not able to admimister Asmara? Mitswa is sclf-

sufficicnt from its own revesue,” | explicated drawmg o

Since the Unuted States is a guardaan of the nghts of

smaller mations, why do you deny Ethiopia the port of Adulis,

which 18 the beartland of the naton's formation, through which

aggressors repeatedly had infilrased Ethiopia? We are a small

nation with no ally, and our only wish is for justice. If you

Amencans, who are anti-colonialist, fail us on this, we are

helpless, [ explained m a sympathetic way,

Lastly, passing him the memorandum | had written, | said, "1
request you to have a look at this note. It contains plain facts. If you find
any false information, | promise that we will give up all our demand.”

Listening quictly to my lamentation, the General took the memo
and said he will call back after discussing the matter with President
Truman. A fortmight afier he summoned me for a response. “Having
discussed the issue with President Truman, the American government is
of the opinion that except for Asmara, Mitswa, Asseb and Aqordat, the
rest of Eritrea should be reunited with Ethiopia.” He went on,




172 Aklily Remembers

Let me give you an advice. There wall be a
presidential election in the Unsted States in 2 month
Accordng 10 speculations, the Republican Pasty s expected o
win. Governor Edmund Dewey of New York is running for
president and Mr. Foster Dulles, who is a member of the
Amenican delegation at the conference, is expectad o ke the
Forcign Affairs Mintster post It 15 wise boefing him abowt
everything you just wld me™ 1 thanked him for the tip and
left.

1 met Mr. Dulles and gave him the memorandum, briefing him in
the same manner as | did with General Marshall. He heard me out then
asked why | explained this issue to him. | replied, “You may become the
next Foreign Affairs Mimster.” Content, he roared with laughter and
promised to give me a reply in eight days afier discussing the matter with
Govemor Dewey. He called back afier cight days and reassured me that
if they win the presidential clection, they would give us full suppont 1o
reunite Eritrea with Ethiopia. (However, they lost in the clection;
President Truman was re-clected. Mr. Dulles and | were staying in the
same hotel that we further discussed the matter.)

i) With the British delegates | also had simalar discussion. “How
do you recommend us 1o become a trustee 10 our brothers? Were you not
our close friends, who hosted the Emperor during his five years exile in
Britain, from whom we also expected greater support?”

The British delegates rephed n the aflirmative.  They
incriminated American delegates for complicating the issuc by excluding
Asmara and Mitswa from the reunification scheme. They guaranteed, if
the Americans agreed to amalgamate Asmara and Mitswa with the
exception of Agordat, they would also accept thas deal. They further told
me 10 shut my cars 10 Russian and French delegation’s opinion as both



My Stregle t reunite Entres with Ethiopea 173
are pro segregationists seeking the whole of Eritrea to be retumed 10
Haly. I imparted to the British delegation about my prnior discussions with
the Amenicans and the concession | made. Both the Amencans and the
British delegates agreed to fuse all of Entrea except for Aqordat with
Erhiopia. Both Britain and Amenca overnide the reunification of Aqordat
on the grounds that this Jocality is unique both by race and religion from
the rest of the mainland neighbours. Yet they gave their word 10 call up
the issue in the future.
But the British were iterested o adjoin Aqordat with Sudan.
With all the promises, 1 decided to take up Aqordat's issue to both
governments through the arbitratorship of a mutual, friendly natson when
the casc is tabled at the next United Nations mecting.

) The French and the Soviets It 1s worth mentiomng that
the French and the Soviet delegates had their own reasons for opposing
the reunification of Eritrea with Ethiopia. At the period, there was a very
strong communist party in Italy led by Cigoloti[?). The party was
endeavouring to obtain majonty seats in parliament, and take over the
government hence forth. The Russians wanted 1o be credited by the
Italian electorate by supporting laly's possession of Entrea.

The French delegation favoured reverting Eritrea to ltaly haunted
by the thought that if Libya (whach was also an ltalian colony) was 10 be
gramted  independence, then the Fremch government might face
independence demands from s Northern Africa colonies of Algena and
Tunisia. During my discussion with the French delegate, Mr. Bedau [?], 1
tned 10 convince him that the reunification of Entrea with Ethiopia
would not harm France's interest as Ethiopia is located in East Africa
and Libya in North Afnca. He declined to accept my rationale, firmly
pronounced that it is impossible setting apart the cases as both mvolve
matters of principle. So did Russia. There i1s no justice in politics but
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everyone protects its interest. Nevertheless, France could not influence
the issue (it is a conquered state), neither could Russia who had very few
supporters, not exceeding four. Stipulating that the majonty of the fifty-
two member states might support us, | stared preparing for the United
Nations Conference. This was my imagination, the stand of cach state
would be seen when the unity meets. For instance, the twenty-one Latin
American countries mught take the side of the Unated Sates and the
Common Wealth countrics might support the British.

5.2 Eritrea's fate at the United Nations Conference

The first pant of the 1948 United Nations conference was held in Paris
while New York hosted the second part. The Big Four powers presented
their reports; I enlightened the meeting on Ethiopia’s position. Afier
some discussion, it was decided that the whole case should be looked
again at the next United Nations conference in 1949, From this meeting |
found ouwt about the stand of cach country, which in short was the
following.

* The Latin American group (Asgentina, Chile, Venezucla, Mexico,
ctc.) were Catholics, in some of these nations a consxderable number
of Malians live; thus they were influenced by the Roman Pope.
Moreover, the United States did not pressunze Latin countnies not to
be crossed with Ralian government;

*  The Arab delegates (Egyvpt, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon and
Jordan) supported the ides of independemt Entrea merely for
religious reasons,;
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hscussion with UN Secretmy Ceneral, Dag Hasserahaodd (et

* The Asian delegates (India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon) opted i

prnciple for the full independence of Entrea as they were former
colonies themselves. Particularly, Pakistan tumed out to be our maun

10 as it was possessed by Islamac fanatics;

* Ihe Common Wealth countries including Australia, Newaland,
Canada, South Affnca, etc., with the exception of Canada and New
Zealand, stood against our view,

* The only independent African country besides Egypt was Libena
which gave us full support;

* The Evropean position particularly that of the Big Four countries s

explained earlier. Other European nations like Belgium, Holland
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Denmark, Sweden and Norway would cither support the Bntish
policy or will assume neutrality. The British delegates did not
pressurize neither these countries nor the Common Wealth countnes.

From this observation | felt that nincty percent of the fifty-two
member countrics would not support Ethiopias position. | agonized
realizing that our wish of regaining Entrea and securing the seaport
would be shattered at the United Nations' ruling with majority votes.

Having realized the need for lobbying various governments to
get them apprebend our position before the United Nations conference
started, | consulted the Emperor and he agreed with the idea. | planned
first 10 Jeave for Egypt 1o gain its support. This could have a domino
effect on the rest of the Arab countries. Secondly, to visit Europe, and
lastly, Latin American countries who have two votes, | intended to sce
the Foreign Ministers of the Big Four 1o put pressure through them on
their allies. I prepared a document to be submitted 10 cach country and
rehearsed my ponts. | had with me personal letters written by the
Emperor, decorations and pictures that would be given to influential
personalities. 1 was accompanied by Aro Tesfaye Tegegne, who was a
Minister in Paris, and my personal secretary, Ao Imeru Zeleke.

First, | met King Farouk and presented the Emperor’s message
and the Peace Medal An appointment is made for me to meet with the
Foreign Minister. | explained our position, the rationales of our claim, for
Egypt to give backing to Ethiopia's claim as it is watered by the Nile
River, additionally 1o imercede with other Arab states and the British
govermnment as well to lend countenance to Ethiopia’s appeal. The King
promised his government would support Ethiopia, and will issuc a
directive to their representative i New York, Dr Fawzi (who dunng
Jamal Abdel Nasser's time become Minister of Forcign Affairs and
Prime Minister) 1o support Ethiopia in its clamm.
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In France, a new government had come to power and the former
Forcign Minister, Bedau [?7] was replaced by Monsiewr Roben Schuman.
I briefed Monsiewr Schuman. In the dialogue, | recaptured the long-
standing mutual relationship between Ethiopia and France. | expressed
how stunned | was finding out the French delegates opposed our appeal
dapuennfwtlmﬂnmoeouuriaopauedanumliminﬁmmpi&
while Amencan and British governments, who had less extensive
bilateral relations with us, supported Ethiopia’s position. Monsicwr
Schmnmaprascdhhdiummwithdwposiﬁmt&mbyﬂn
former French government. He proclaimed, his government will give its
full suppont for the reunsfication of Eritrea, this, | could witness it
myself, as Schuman would also attend the conference.

The British Foreign Affairs Minister, Mr. Bevin said his
government would not reconsider its position on the Eritrean issuc. |
asked him to enunciate our position to Brtain's allies. He answered back.
“They would not 1ake it from us, still 1 would do everything in my
ability.™ As far as the other countries were concemed, | found, for
instance, that Belgium had changed its position and held similar stand
with Britain.

We left London and flew to Brazil. We flew in a small airplane
(lg\mnmnD&ou)mdlhcjoumey!ookthyhouu.WiUuMng
enormous hardships, we amved in Brazil. When the Brazilian President
accepted us, | presented him a Peace Medal sent by the Emperor, the
royal message and the Emperor's picture. | bricfed him the purpose of my
mission and he armanged a mecting with his Minister of Foreign Affairs

Mr. Femandes, the Foreign Affairs Minister, was a scventy-
years-oki man whom | had known at the League of Nations and later we
frequently met at the United Nations conference. He asked me how | got
there. | replied, by plane. Astonished by the response, “You're defying
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God! In the absence of airplanes that are fit for long flights, how dare
)wﬂymu;amllplmcallmewayﬁanoodon?lmkcasiﬂpm
when 1 travel 1o New York."” he exclaimed.

| asked for a suitable occasion to present him with the Menelik
Medal the Emperor had sent him. He preferred 1o be decorated at the
dinner reception. So | paved the way for the talks. During the discussion,
1 gathered that Brazil was an Ralian fan. Mr. Fernandez convincedly
predicated, “Considering its big population, Maly did not have many
colonies like other Furopean countrics; they simply have Eritrea and
Somalia. The halians had told me that they have 300.000 halians living
in Eritrea. Where do you think all these people could go? ™

1 asked Frenandez if he keeps an Ralian encyclopacdia. We
werned to the pages that read on Eritrea and Somalia. It was written, until
1934 there were not more than 1,000 Ialians in Eritrea, and 8 maximum
of 400 in Somalia. Amazed, he asked me, *Where did they get that there
are 300,000 sculers in Entrea™

1 responded, “These are soldiers and their wives who came in the
subsequent five years after the invasion and some bunch of civilians,
who waited for a ship to travel back to Italy. Except 15,000 of them, all
have already departed. Both territories are impoverished and unsustable
10 be populated. During the sixty to seventy years of [talian colonization
in Eritrea and Somalia, they could not settle more than 400 to 1000
Italians. Their main aim in controlling these lands was to use them as a
springboard to invade Ethiopia. As evidence, you could refer to the
preface written by Mussolini to the book authored by the lahian writer
Mores Rav [?7]. The book was published after ltaly invaded Ethiopia ™

When Mr. Frenandez responded he did not read the book, 1
recited a few lines 1o him.
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Why should ltaly incur a loss spending lots of money from us
coffers om these dessert countnies, Entrea and Somalkia, which
brought no retam? nations were questioning. ‘Is it simply to
be dstinguished &3 & prestigious nation just like France and
Britain who govern colonies™ Let me tell you the reason. We
have been shovelling our cash on these two desert countries,
whach from geographec and cultural viewpoints are knows 2s
termitories of Ethiopia, with the aim of occupying the nich and
fettile hunterfand of Ethsopia. And this goal has now bees
achieved by Fascist Italy after 2 long period of time.

Mr. Frenandez was completely stunned by what he had just
heard. He promised to discuss the issue with his government and come to
a decision. He promised to call back the day after in the afternoon. The
next day, he invited about 30 ambassadors including Nuntie Apostolic,
and ministers 10 a big luncheon held in my honour. At the toast, he said.
"I was a young boy when Ethiopia took on Italy a1 the battle of Adwa. |
and my friends used to take sides and fight with cach other. | was a
devotee of Menclik (while he made the speech he was wearing the full
regalia of Menelik's Medal which 1 had presented him a while ago). His
speech gave me a positive signal 1o our discussion late in the afternoon.

At the mecting, be said, “We, Latin Americans are proponents of
Justice since we are now free from colonisation. We have now realised
that truth is with Ethiopia and it deserves justice. You can count on our
support.”

Before | depant, | thanked him for being understanding and
pleaded him to explain our discussions to other friendly countries.

Initially, we planned to visit five key Latin American countries,
namely, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Venczuela and Mexico. The rest of
Latin Amencan states would follow their lead. When we amved in
Argentina, which was then ruled by the Peron government, we
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discovered not only it was inhabited by many Italians but they were also
involved in majority of government businesses, They were not willing to
host us. After a one day stopover in Argentina, we left for Chile.

The Chileans gave us a friendly welcome. However, just a day
after our amrival, the government was toppled and we had to wait until a
pew government was inaugurated. | delivered the message and
decorations to the President and the Foreign Affairs Minister and briefed
them about my mission like I did 10 the Brazilians. They gave me their
word to support us and we left for Peru. | bricfed them in the same
manner as the preceding countries; we secured their full support.

All Latin American officials informed me that this was their first
contact with a member of the Ethiopian government. This imprinted a
good understanding of Ethiopia. They suggested that we should open
cmbassies and keep in touch regularly. (Pictures taken during our visit,
copies of the Emperor's messages that 1 handed over, and other
documents can be obtained in the archave.)

Done with my mission in Laun America, | travelled 0
Washington D.C. and held a thorough discussion with the Foreign
Affairs Minister, Mr. Dean Acheson. I briefed him about my trip to Latin
America, the positive assurances that were rendered, and pledged their
support,

I overworked myself and got completely drained out; 1 was
admitted 1o the “Doctors Hospital™. Afler five days of convalescence |
travelled to England. | bricfed Mr. Bevin about my diplomatic travels
and the achievement made so far. One of my colleagues, Afo Tesfaye
Tegegne, who was on the tnip with me, died of exhaustion afier two
months.
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Upon my retum 10 Addis Ababa, | presented a report of my

assignment to the Emperor and exhorted for an immediate opening of
embassics in Brazil, Venezuela and Mexico, to which he complied.

5.3 The debate at the United Nations

The following stalement is a wrap up of the debate made at the United
Nations from 1948 to 1950, (For detailed formation, refer to the
speeches that consisted of abowt S00 pages | delivered at the United
Nations Conference and the accompanying memoranda in the official
government documents.)

(a) At the 1948 United Nations Conference the Entrean issue was

postponed to the 1949 assembly (See the document regarding the
debate | made at the 1948 United Nations Conference).

(b) In 1949 before the United Nations Conference resumed its
dehiberation, | met and discussed with the delegates of influential
countrics.

The Bevin - Sforza proposal

Brtish and lalian Foreign Affairs Ministers jomntly presented a plan
known as the Bevin-Sforza Proposal on behall of ther respective
governments with regard to the former ltalian Colonies. In short, the
contents of the plan were the following:

a) Britain, France and laly should divide Libya among themselves for a

trusteeship of ten years;
b) With the exception of Agordat, Fritrea should be handed over 1o

Ethiopay;
¢) laly should make a trustee rule on Somalia for a period of ten years.
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During the debate of the political commission, | forwarded a
motion through the French representative, Ambassador Chauvel, that
Agordat should also be handed over to Ethiopia as it is pan of Entrea.
Americans, British and their allies opposed the motion and 1t was tumed
down by vote. The rest of the proposal won many votes; the resolution
was sent to the General Assembly. The assembly chose to give votes on
the agenda item by item. Two-thirds of the assembly voted for the
reunification of Eritrea with Ethiopia. The Bntish and the French also
obtained a two-third vote 1o rule Libya. Although ltaly obtained support
for its tenure over Somalia, it lost is rule over Libya, During the final
voting of the resolution, France and the Latin American countrics,
perveried by the French, refused the federation of Entrea; arguing, if
ltaly is disposscssed of its Libyan holding, none of the other nation's
tenure should get approval as the whole issue is homogeneous,

They declared that they did not vote against Ethiopia since it
won more than sufficient votes; as the resolution is one complete decree,
they resented, it was impossible to dismantle the cases. It became
impossible to reach on an overall agreement. The resolution received
only a simplc majonty vote, not the necessary two-thirds to pass. As a
result, the Bevin-Sforza Proposal failed and the Eritrean issue remained
unresolved.

At the second sitting of the commission the debate was subject 10
a new influence. Some representatives of the Entrean people drawn from
differemt parties were invited. The partics they came from where the
Indcpendence Party, those who sought total independence; those who
wished for a United Nations trustee; Bntish trustee... The Unionist Party
was the only onc that favoured reunification.

Among their leaders were Woldeab Woldemarian, Ibrahim,
Sultan. Together they claimed representing sixty percent of the Entrcan
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population. This remark won acceptance of the assembly, The lone panty
that supported us was Unionist Party that was led by Tedla Bahiru, its
Executive Secretary. (In the report presented by the Big Four
Commission it was indicated that this party represented 30-40 percent of
the Enitrean population. )

1 was dismayed watching the Entrcan partics opposing the
integration,  sitting  side-by-side with the [halian delegates. Each
representative delivered a speech which overshadowed the mood of the
assembly. When my tum came, | threw cntical questions to cach of
them, which partially debased the impression they had made at the
beginning.  For instance, Woldeab, who was leading a six-men
delegation, said in his introductory note that he was the Jeader of the
“Intellectual Pany”. This statement gave the impression that Entrean
intelligentia was against the reunification. | asked him two questions.

“How many members does your party have?”
He replied, “Between 100 and 250",

“Of these members, how many have completed a high school or
a degree level of education?

He rephed “None™.

Irmitated by the interrogation, he tussled, “How could the Foreign
Minsster of Ethuopia ask me such guestions when 1t 1s obvious that we
were not given a proper oducation by the colomsal administration?”
(Laughter among the delegates).

I made the remark, “1 am quite aware of this fact. | raised the
question simply because you stated that you are the leader of the
‘Intellcctual Party’; thus, | wanted 10 prove 10 the conference that your
statement s musleading. In fact, the hahans did not educate any Eritrean
but rather it was Ethiopia who oducated them. For cxample, these
Entreans, who are at this very moment sitting beside me, Blata Dawit




184 Aklilu Remembers

and Aro Gebremeskel, as well as hundrods of other Entreans who are not
here with us, were educated i Ethiopia after they run away from halian-
colonized Entrea”™

Ibralum Sultan, the leader of the Muslim League, made a
contempluous specch.

“Enitrca has never been pant of Ethiopsa. We have

300,000 members in one district, 500,000 members in

the second, and 700,000 in the other, ... "

I then addressed the following two questions to ham:

“You have ststed that Entrea has never been pan of Ethiopia, If
that is the case, could you define the boundary line between the two
countries before Entrea was occupied by Italy?

He replied, 1 do not know™, (Laughter)

“You have indicated the number of your party's members in
various districts. How many are they” The total adds up 1o three million
people.

“What is the total population of Entrea” | asked ham.

He replied, “1 don't know, ask the Bntish™.

1 said, “The entire population of Entrea docs not excead one
million.™ (Everyone laughed).

During the debate the Soviet delegate presented a resolution
which suggested that Eritrea should gain s independence, with the
exception of the port of Asseb that should be given 1o Exhiopia. Many
govermments, including the Arab States, indicated they could not vote
against independence.
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PM Al Habiewold with Soorctary Generad Nt Khrashehey imaddic) of the USSR

| was baftled by the altemative gaven. If | accepted the resolutson
the reunification of Entrea would never matenalize; and if | accept the

secondd opuion of total independence, then Ethwopia would muss the
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opportunity to acquire the port of Asseb. | intervened with a punchy
statement.

The resolution presented by the Soviet delegate is contrary 10
an article mentioned in the Peace Conference. (It statess ...on
the basis of peace and sccunty countries whxh have an
imerest should be given consaderation. .. ). It is clearly known
1 the Soviets that this region was always used as a base to
invade Ethiopia. | still want to stress that Entrca cannot
become an independent state; otherwise, it would only serve
as scaffolding for other governments who want 10 invade us.
Any member state that supports the independence will be
considered as an enomy of peace, and of Ethiopea. | want the
names of member states clearly pronounced during voting
tme.

The Soviet delegate commented:

You have revealed that the Entrean people are cager 1 be
taken back. If that s the situation, why are you afrad w give
them their freedom? Would not they willingly reassemble with
Ethiopia afterwards?
For which | replied:

On the pretext of will of the people for umity, Russia has
occupied Estonia and Lithuama, Why do not you grant them
independence and see if they reunite with Russia willingly
afterwards? If you are pro unity, why do you deny Entrea this
benefit? Please give back Estonia and Lithuania their frecdom
and let's sce if they merge with Russaa again Let me remand
you this. Once you teach a chuld o walk, you cannot ask him
10 commit suicide.

At this point Amencans, Bntish and other rivals of the Sovicts
cracked into laughter. The Sovict delegate walked out fuming with rage.
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Dunng the recess, | talked with Dr. Fawzi, the Egyptian
representative; and with the Yemen delegate. | asked Fawzi if he had the
consent of las government to vote for independence. | notificd him that
when | visited Egypt, the king had given me his word 10 suppost our
position. | suggested, he should call home if he had any doubt and
warned him all the responsibility rests on him (he was outraged). 1 100k
aside the Yemen representative too. "There are 20,000 Yemen nationals
who live in Addis Ababa currently. If you suppornt Russian's motion and
vote for independence, | will send a telegram to Addis Ababa right away
and get your citizens evicted,” | intimidated him. Similarly, I coaxed
other delegates.

The debate and the argument continued. Another resolution was
forwarded. “So far the United Nation did not send a3 mission 1o Entrea o
gather the public's opinson. (It was an observers’ team of the Big Four
that had been dispatched until now.) This time, a delegation of five
nations should be instituted 10 camryout public opinion assessment,” it
was requested.

The Egyptian representative jumps on the bandwagon and asked
the Soviet delegate 1o withdraw his proposal. The Soviet delegate refused
10 do so. The Egyptian representative announced he would vote against
Russia's motion, the representatives of other Arab stale declared the
same. The delegates of other governments try to moderate asking the
Soviet delegate 10 hold back on his proposal for the time being, and give
priority to sending an inquiry commission instead. He went on with his
defiance. Ultimately, votes were given, the Soviet's proposal gained only
three votes, it was discarded.
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5.4  Nomination of members to the Inquiry Commission

Mcmber countnes nomunated for the United Nations Inquiry
Commission by the Big Four and their allics were South Africa,
Pakistan, Guatemala, Burma and Norway. When the nominees arc
disclosed to the general assembly, 1 stood out against it strongly.

South Africa and Pakistan bad already taken a position on the

issoe and have openly demonstrated thewr hostility towards

Ethiopia. We have also scen Guatemnals s a defendant of ltaly

Of these nomances, it 1s only Burma and Norway who arc

peutral. I these ase your nominees, why doa't you include

lusly in the commission then”

The nominated countrics fought back. As the Big Four had
agreed on the sclected commitice, #t was impossible averting il The
nominated countrics were finally accepted by a majonity vote as
members of the Unsted Nations Inquiry Commission. Later, | had 10 meat
personally the delegates of the commission, panticularly the hard-liners
before their departure to Entrea. | explained our position 10 ¢ach of the
five representatives. My discussion with the South African representative
was very promising. | distinctively informed the Pakistani delegate who
was predisposed 1o believe Muslim Eritreans were discriminated. "We do
not exterminate Muslims in Ethiopia like you imagined. This, | ask you
to go and see for yourself. You can notice businesses and the economy
are dominated by them. Additionally, it is wise remembering Prophet
Mohammed's statement about Ethiopia.”

I cajoled the Guatemalan and Burman representatives 100. Since
Bunma became a free state recently, their delegate can think of nothing
but freedom. 1 notified him that for Entrea, her independence would be
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reunion with Ethiopia. | invited them all for dinner 10 have casual
discussions and to compromise their attitudes.

5.5 The United Nations Inquiry Commission’s visit

Raumngfmaﬁddmmmﬁcimthccommuionhddamoc(m
atRnlMthAddisAbabo.lpmcmcdadcniled.sixtypagarwon
emphasizing the historical afflation of Eritrea with Ethiopia, how it failed
into Italian hands, how instrumental it was for enemy forces that invaded
Ethiopia, and a genuine reflection of the public opinion (the British
administration had manipulated inhabitants’ views)

Thcynkedmnnamyofquatiomtowhchlpmm!yuplm!.
The speech | made and the dialogue can be scen from the official
government documents. (Due to exhaustion, | was repeatedly sick and a
doctor was on standby at the hotel).

We amanged for the commission to observe the Muslim
communitics not only in Addis Ababa but in Gondar and Harar towns.
There, they antended receptions to which Muslims were invited. The
Pakistani delegate was very impressed. he told me everything he heard
before was a lie. The commission also went to Somali and Egypt (it went
to Egypt because it had raised ownership right on Mitswa, perhaps.)
Retuming to the United Nations Headquaners, the commission wrote a
report. (For details see the United Nations report,) Briefly, the core of the
report was the following:

* South Africa and Burma suggested, Eritrea should be foderated with
Ethiopia,

. PakisunandGuncmhamwd.Eandbcgimiu
freedom; and

* Norway suggested, Enitrea should unconditionally be reunsted with
Ethiopia.
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Except for Norway, none supported our position entirely. |
conversed with the United States and the British governments regularly
logamlmpmionoflhckouﬂook.Thcywmpmfedaaim.
However, they would wait for the outcome of the inquiry commission 1o
make a final decision. The majority of member countries (Arab states,
Latin America, Asia and the Commonwealth), they told me, will oppose
the idea of simple unification after hearing the commission’s report.

The 1949 United Nations General Assembly had assigned the
Little Assembly, in which all member states were repeesented, 0 study
deﬁmncmmdo«bamumandoamupwuhamluﬁontolhc
1950 General Assembly. Hence | stayed for seven months in New York
debating with the Little Assembly.

Before my departure, the Council of Ministers huddled with the
Empcrocformulwmandﬂwypwmcinnmm.lkqnm
Mof.ﬂs&iviﬁubyukgrmmngandrwdwdfunw
ummmﬂntcley:mwmwﬂbﬂeinlhcoﬂ'wid
government documents. 1 also have most of the copies in my personal
file.

OnmywaytoNchoctlmadcas\opo\wmboodomm
Mw&uwmlohavcawudwihd\drommuﬁlhiopin
Ambassador in London, Aro Abebe Rets, stiended the talk with the
British officials. The gist was the following.

We will mot accept federation, but unity. We cannot afford to
accept real foderaton, like the Amencan hype - WO
pvmmopdhmnu.mﬂlp.mupmndu
third federal government, federal parliament, federal flag, on
the one hand & federal capital, Eritrea as individual state, on
the other hand Ethiopia as a nation with twelve states, how
mmeymcmdduvdath?mﬁm.m
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the Comstitution ~ Entrcan, Ethiopsan, and (he Federal. We
won't acoept three constitutions. For Ethiopia and Entrea the
comtemporary  Ethwopian  Constitution will be  goveming.
Utmost, we can accept self admanistration sismlar 1o that of
Scotland. Alsace-Lormaine, the French semitory, was occupied
by the Germans duning the Fiest World War (1914-1918), and
was retumned to Framce oo the condison that it s self
i ;

When | reached Pans, | took medical examination, The
physicians recommended that | should be admitted 1o hospital for
surgery. "1 had this very imponam national issue 1o take care of”, |
refused their advice. The doctors wamed me that 1 could fall sick on the
journcy. | ignored the waming and got after my business. | had the
opcration afier the meeting, after the Entrean issue was over,

The General Assembly had set up an ad hoc committee to study
cither a federal armangement for Entrea or to follow the Untted Nations
Resolution passed on this issue. Brazil was one of the members. There
was a serious debate. The Italians and their allies fought bitterly to win
their case while Americans and British, noting our resolve, laboured to
draft something Ethiopia can accept. Throughout my stay in New York, |
held profound talks with all represensatives — Indian, Pakistani and Latin
Amencan.

The Lintle Assembly finally suggested a resolution for approval
by the General Assembly, Although this resolution was formulated to
rescinble @ federation it, gave local administrative autonomy to Entrea,
and puts major importance (the seaports and the railway) under the
Ethiopian government jurisdiction. The resolution also suggested that the
Ethiopian Constitution is applicable on Eritrea. The Commission
presented the drafl 1o the General Assembly.
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5.6 The end of the Eritrean issue

In the 1950 United Nations Conference | participated in many debate
sessions. A detailed material of the dialogue and interventions I made are
deposited in the archive. [ will, however, briefly note those 1ssues which
1 am able 10 remember.

When the conference begun, the Italans changed their tactic,
Knowing that their demand is unrealizable, they proposed that all ltalian
colonies should be gramted independence. They suddenly became
champions of freedom! All Enitrean political parties that were invited to
convey the wishes of their clectorate (they hold vaned aspirations -
some wished to be adminisirated by Italians, British, United Nations and
those who wanted 1otal independence) fused their position on the advice
of lalians after they arrived in New York, and declared that their
ultimate goal was independence. To that effect they had formed a party
known as the Independence Bloe, According to the report of the Big
Four the population that supported the unification was forty percent and
the Inquiry Commission agrees with this conclusion. On top of this,
waiver of the unification by sixty percent of the population had thrown
our request in a tight fix.

After the Independence Bloc representatives made speeches in
s | cross examined them. One of the questions was:

Instially, you were entrusted by the people you represensed to
reflect 10 this convention their varied desires (to be governed
by ltaly, Brisain, the Unised Naton). How could you put aside
your people’s demand and claim your own imerest s also the
question of the Entrean people” Dudn't you made up this
concepticn om the advice of lalians while you all were m
Rome before you came here?
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When the matter became serious, the representatives said they
have sought an approval by telegram. | asked them to produce the
telegram; they could not. In the end the meeting undersiood the whole
idca was an Italian fabrication, The debate continued, the resolution that
embodies the Federal Act was passed by majority vote on December
1950. (The vote and minutes of the resolution can be referred from the
archive).
The resolution lists the following major points.

Inroduction: Taking o consideration the people’s wish for
peace and security, the geographical position of Ernitrea and its economy,
realizing Ethiopia's necessity of having a port, and taking into account all
other important facts we have passed the following resolution:

1)  Eritrea should be comsidered as one unit and federated with
Ethiopia. (At this point the Lebanese delegation Head suggested to
use "State” instead of “Unit™. | protested and the statement was
withdrawn),

1) The Ethiopian Government would have authonity over defense,
foreign affairs, ports, railway line, ete. (see the document);

ii1) The intemal government and administration should be conducted
by Entrea,

iv) A constitution for the itermal admunistration of Entrea be
formulated;

v) A United Nations Commission be appointed 1o assist drafting of a
constitution for Entrea’s internal administration on the basis of the
desire of Entrean people, of the Ethiopian government and British
adminastration laws. The Commission will submit the draft 1o the
1952 General Assembly; and

vi) Observe how the Federal Act and the self governance laws are
exercised.
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5.7. Exertion with the UN Commission

For two years | struggled with the United Nations Commussion. The
Bolivian Head of the Commission, Anze Matienzo, was an Italian
fanatic. Disregarding the Federal Act he did everything possible in his
power writing up the Constitution in a3 manncr that grants Eritrea
independence. This be made bestowing the various authorities designated
to Ethiopia on Entrea's internal administration. | often travelled to
Asmara 1o challenge his insidious ideas, knock them down one by one.

His intention was, when Ethiopia refuses to accept the
constitution, to call for Eritrea's independence on the pretext of Ethiopia's
dissention. For instance, he went to Europe and got an intemationally
known Swedish jurist who gave him a written opinion regarding
amendment of the constitution, paying them enormous amount of cash.
The junsts’' ststement is available in the archive. When be amved at
Asmara airport, he made a speech disclosing thas.

The statement reads, "To perform changes on the Federal Act
(for example, to call off the federation and merge the states without
precondition) is not allowed without the consent of the Unsted Nation.™

I flew to Asmara right away and requested for a meeting with the
Commission Hecad. | made a declaration on the name of the Ethiopian
govermment.

On behalf of Ethwopsan govermnent, [ strongly oppose the
statement given by the jurists. The United Nations resolution
is simply a recommendation for the people of Eriwrea and
Ethiopsa We may or may not take i1, but we are not bound to
. Once we accept the resolution, we can adjust it between us,
Neither Ethiopia noe Entrea s adonunistrated under the
guardianshap of the United Nations. We are free people and
state. | officaally roquest the commassion to nclude thas
declaration when it presents the report 1o the Unated Nations.

The mecting closed and | flew back to Addis Ababa.
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Akl (then Foscgn AlGar Minister) being weloomad by the poople of Eivirca when
he amives at Asenara mrport %0 negotsaie with the Unsted Nations [nguary
Commuessson mn carly 198

Ihe Erntrean constitution lor the mtemal admumistration was
prepared in accordance with the Federal Act. The Entrean people clected
their representatives for the assembly. The Emperor approved the United
Nations Resolution on the Federal Act, the Bylaws for the Internal
Admunsstration and the Constitution of Eritrea. Afterwards, the Emperor
visited both the city of Asmera and the port of Mitswa. | was with the
Emperor. No words can express the happiness of Ethiopian and Fritrean
people. As for me that was the happiest moment of my life,

Ras Andargachew Messas was appoimnted as the Emperor's
representative and Afo Tedla Bahru (Charrman of the Unionist Party) as
Chief Executive and we began 1o admanister Enirea



196 Akhlu Romembers

In trachtaomad Friwopsan white Coth, Fasperor Haske Selassoe and PM
AkIvlu celebeating one of the |lnopian natiosal bolubays

The daunting exertion to get back Entrea affected my health
badly that 1 often fell sick: of exhaustion, sleeplessness and allergies
European doctors advised me that the only cure for my sickness was a
prolonged rest for s least six months, If all the air journcys | did were to
be aggregated into a single flight, | stayed between heaven and carth for
one full month (700 hours). The spoeches and interviews | delivered on
this case run in thousands of pages (All these are deposited in the
archive).
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Strive to Reunite Afambo

Afambo lics ncar the border of Ethiopia and the French Somaliland
(Djibouti), located on a strategic site inssde Ethiopia. Thas elevated area
allowed control of Awssa and the French Somaliland Primanly its
benefit 15 due to the availability of plemty of water in the arca. The
French, with an ambition of extending their colonial territory of Djibouts,
always coveted the Awssa and Dire-Dawa regions. (Refer to the 1906
agreement between France, Britain and laly with the aim of dividing
Ethiopia imo different 20nes.)

After the 1944 agreement, when the Brtish left Ethiopia they
told us that the French had occupied Afambo. | summoned the French
Ambassador and firmly protested that France had to leave our temmitory at
once. He rejeciad my appeal arguing Afambo belonged 10 France. |
discussed the matter with the Emperor and the Council of Minusters. |
proposed to use military force to evict them, and also to occupy Djibouts.
The Defence Mimster Ras Abebe Aregay, however, mformed the
Council that we did not have a strong army to take on the French Army
stationed mn Djibouti. As resort to military power was not a viable
solution, the Council instructed me to use diplomatic means.

I summoned the French Ambassador once again and calmly
explained to him, “To settle the controversy over Afambo, we should
look at the boarder agreement signed between Ditbouti and Frhiopia,
there is a map annexed to it. Let's sign a protocol 1o delimat the tromtier,
The actual delimitation will show to which side Afambo belonged.”

On behalf of his government the French Ambassador responded,
“My government is currently at war and 1 have no time (o discuss this
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particular issue, nor is my government ready to hand over Afambo 10

W’.'O
1 replied,
If you refuse w0 hand over the termitory, and do not wast 10
pegotiate for a peaceful setdoment of the wsue, then my
government has decided to withdraw  your  diplomatc
privileges from this very time onwards. For a long time you
had refused to recognize Ethiopia's sovercignty and sepporied
the Italian occupation. Similarly, you have been occupied by
the Germans for four years during the Second Workl War.
Therefore, we do mot recognize the independence of France.
When your government is ready 10 accept Ethiopia’s proposal
and sign an endorsement, well release a stasement, an official
cognizance 1n which both nations acknowledge cach other as a
free state and government, Until then you are a private person.

1 10ld the traffic police 10 ban lum hosting his flag on his Core
Diplomatic vehicle.

He informed his government of his diplomatic immunity ban and
waited for the reply. A few days after, the French government (Jed by De
Gaulle) instructed the ambassador, Monsiewr De Blesson, 1o sign the

agreement. We also signed the cogmzance protocol. Ulumately, hus
diplomatic status was restored.

It was clearly stated in the agreement that the two countrics
recognized cach other's independence and a commission was formed
based on the previous agreement signed (in the year 1897) during the
reign of Arse Menclik. The task of the commission was to delineate the
border between French Somaliland and Ethiopia: first, to survey and
draw the map, and secondly, 10 mark the delimitation on the land. The
members of the commmussion representing Ethiopsa were Colonel Kifle
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Ergetu, Chief of security (later he became Dejazmach) and Ate Abebe
Gebretsadik.

6.1  Problems encountered

The map we obtained was imprecise and drawn in a vague manner. It
must have been drawn without explonng the actual places. When we try
10 tace the actual frooticr, we realized that the French colondal
administration had already changed the names of several places
including the name of a lake, in a way that solidifies thewr tenure.

We asked the local people to help us trace the border, but they
had been bribed and testified the land belongs to France, There were no
installations-houses or other infrastructural signposts-we had built in the
arca. As the names were swilched and the witnesses bought off by the
French, we were troubled to gain a tochold for our clasms.

Having realized the deadlock in regaining Afambo on the basis
of the previous agreement between the two governments, | resented to
diplomatic means. I travelled to Panis and met Monsieur Reni Mayer, the
Prime Minister, a personal friend of mine, and indicated to him that
France had many interests in Ethiopia like the long-standing and mutual
relationship between the two countrics, France's stake in the Dyjibouti-
Addis Ababa railway line; the French Archacological Mission; the
Pasture Institute and Lycee Grammar School. | mentioned all these as a
bargaining chep 10 persuade him that French should relinquish Afambo,

He promused 10 give the matter a thought and took me for lunch,
The second day, he called back informing me to meet the Forcign Affairs
Minister, Monsieuwr Bedau (7). Bedau informed me that the French
government has agreed 10 delimit the borders between French
Somaliland and Ethiopia. Afo Abebe Gebretsadik bore all the necessary
documents and accompanied me during the visit.
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With this understanding and the help of Atse Menelik's
Agreement, the border between Ethiopian and French Somaliland was
delmuted enclosing Afambo within Ethiopia's temitory. (For details see
the archive.)

French newspapers criticized their government’s action and
agitated the public saying that “A territory was unlawfully handed over
10 Ethiopia; the Emperor and Aklilu are enemies of France; ..." It also
tnggered off a debate in the French Parliament. (All this information can
be found in the French archives.)

6.2  Negotiations to reunite Gambela (1954-55)

The treaty signed (in the year 1902) between Atse Menclik and the
British Colonial Administration (in the least it limits the frontier Ethiopia
shares with Sudan) stated that Gambela would remain in British hands’ as
long as Sudan was governed by the Briush,

In 1954 when | visited Brtamn together with the Emperor, |
summoned up the matter to Mr. Eden, (Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs), reminded him Sudan would soon be independent and that
Brtain should handover Gambela 10 us as per the agreement. He stoutly
argued, “Sedan's independence will not matenalize for the next two o three
years, according to the treaty you shoeld wait wntil such tme. ™

| replied, “We dont wish 10 wait until Sudan is freed and argue
later with our brothers asking to handover Gambela. Therefore, | insist
that you handover Gambela to us without delay,”

Finally we reached an agreement over a deal, which stated that
Gambels should be handed over 1o Ethiopia three months before Sudan
18 declared an independent state.
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Four months later, Marshall Tito of Yugoslavia came on visit 10
Ethiopia. | was in Mitswa with the Emperor and Marshall Tito when |
listened on a radio broadcast that the British government will give back
Sudan its independence after five days. And the British would leave
Sudan without handing over Gambela to Ethiopia. The news also
speculated that conflict might brew between Sudan and Fthiopia. The
British word of their three years tenure of Sudan was pure deception!

I explained the seriousness of the matter to the Emperor and
immediately retumed to Addis Ababa (this happened on Friday) and
wrole a notification. On Saturday, | summoned the British Ambassador
and gave him the note. Brietly the memo said,

According %0 the agreement Gambels would be admnisirased

by the Briush government until Brtain has control of Sudan

Now that Britain bas suddenly decided 10 leave that country,

Ethiopia s going to take over Gambela as of the coming

Monday (in two days time), in accordance 1o agreements with

Brtain and Sudan

The ambassador protesied on our action and said he would
forward the message 10 his government. In the meantime, | prepared a
telegram and sent it to the Sudancse Interior Minister through our
Liaison Officer in Khartoum, At Meles Andom (who subsequently
became our ambassador in Cairo) 1o hand it in. The content, bricfly,
conveyed,

We are greatly delighted on your independence and that we are looking
forward to a frasernal cooperation between Ethsopia and Sudan; that the
British colondalists had occupied our termiory, Gambela, by force, and
we will take it back starting the coming Monday; that this will not
affect the relationshup in any way.

Furthenmore, the message assured that any installation and
property belonging 10 the Sudanese government will be looked after for
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the time being. Overwhelmed by the rejoice on their independence, they
replied with appreciation that we have their consent concerning our
action over Gambela.

As planned, Ethiopian police positioned in a nearby station
marched inte Gambela and raised the Ethiopian flag on Monday
moming. It also took over the administration of the region without any
mashap.

After three months, & Sudancse delegation led by the Vice
Minister of Foreign Affairs came to Addis Ababa to discuss Sudanese
propa\ymdhﬁallationsin&mbdm&:ingdwdiscwdonﬂn
delegates annoyedily asked, "Why do you expropriate us, Africans,
Gambela which you willed to the British to occupy? Give it back to us." |
explained,

Gambela is taken away by force from us when Bnush

colonialists divided up Africa. And now. when the 1otal

independence of all colomies is declared, how could you seck

10 regain our own termstory” Rather, it would be appropriate 10

sort out brotherly the list of properties. Our correspondences

also mmply this discuss will dwell oo the handing over of

installations and property. Discession that conceras other

matters is beside the point and comtrary % the normal

peocedure.

The Sudanese delegates were mad al my statement and walked
out of the meeting. (Present with me on this mecting were the Vice
Minister Blata Dawit and the Director General Ly Endalkachew
Mckonnen). Alarmed by the incident Endalkachew nervously asked what
we should do. 1 told him, "Dont worry, we'll amend.” He admiringly
said, “1 do not have as much experience as you do.”
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The Sudancse delegates petitioned to foreign ambassadors

residing in Addis Ababa (including the American and the Bntish) of the

denial 1 invited the Sudanese Vice Minister 1o come to my office alone,

explicated him the whole affair, and reconciled with him. We made a

conciliatory agreement. Ever since that agreement was signed, the
Sudanese did not make any claim on Gambela,

6.3 Demarcating the border with Kenya

When | took office at the Foreign Affairs Mimistry, | made it first prionty
to demarcate Ethiopa's frontier with all our neighbours in accordance
with intemational laws. This was because of our experience of the
Walwal and Afambo incidents. A small nation as we are, surrounded by
colonialists, #t was very crucial to fence off our temitory tightly. The
frontier agreements made with Atse Menelik (1897-—1908) were greatly
imprecise and often vague. Before Ethiopia was invaded (1935) it had s
boarder demarcated only with one of its neighbours — with the British
Somaliland. Because of this Fithiopia cxperiences frequent frontier
clashes with neighbouning countnes. (Bevin once remarked, "The
protestation lctters you wrote regarding incidents ot the Ethio-Kenya
boarder will fill up a room.)

Enlightening the Emperor the volatility of the situation, when |
first went 10 London in 1946, delimitation of the border was one of the
points | had talks on with the Bntish govemment. (Tsehafe Nezaz
Teferawork Kidanewold was with me.) The Bntish government agreed
on the idea and announced 1t will send a delegation 1o Addis Ababa
shonly 1o sign a demarcation protocol. The British delegation amved, &
Joint commission was set up, drawing the border on a map continued
based on Asre Menclik’s agreement. Colonel Kifle Ergetu and Ato Abebe
Gebretsadik and others represent Ethiopia in the commuttee. They
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scouted the area often. Finally, the comumission submutted its drafl 10 the
respective governments and it was approved.

Getting the approval of both govemments, the actual
demarcation on the ground started. After many years of work and
consuming huge finance the work was completed. A few years after, the
local population clasmed that the Kededuma [7) water wells were
indispensable water sources, regarded as sacred by the community. The
query was examined by a commission. The suggestion for rationing was
to enfold nine of the wells with Ethiopia while two arc dispensed to
Kenya. We came (o this agreement in order 1o avoid possible clashes
between communitics of both countries that live along the frontier in
scarch of water. I requested the Brtish government 10 handover
Kededuma as a lot of public interest hinges on in. The Britsh received
our request in good faith and responded, “You have sufficient water
wells but you insist on more; in exchange for the water wells give us
back the temitory we gave you carlier.”

Everything was done in this fashion and frontier marks for this
part of the region were remade on the ground. A few years later, Kenya
became an independent state (1963). As our border with Kenya had been
delimated since long, we live in harmony and eamest brotherhood with
Kenyans.

In accordance with the intemnational law | managed to strasghten
the frontier problems with French Somaliland; the dispute with British
Somaliland was ended before the war; we are at peace with Kenya; what
remained was the discord with Italian Somaliland and the Sudan.

A dozen of negotiations were held with the lalians to demarcate
the lhmits with lalian Somaliland following the United Nations
Resolution, when this nation was still under the trusteeship of the United
Nations and under the lahan colomal sdministration (1952~1960). We
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endcavoured a lot. A status repont is regularly presented to the United
Nations and many resolutions were passed. The Malians, however, were
always sabotaging to delay the resolve by misimerpreting the
agreements. When agreement 1s not reached on an issue, the case is
referred 1o arbitrators hence lalians can sit on it, We never refrained
from appealing to the United Nations of the lagging. Our delegation was
headed by Ato Haddis Alemaychu. (For details see the official document
of the United Nations )

In 1960, before we resolved the frontier problem, Somalia was
liberated. One of the reasons halians sit on the case was thewr fear of
Somalians' reaction. After its independence, we made several proposals
to negotiate with Somalia, However, the Somalian government refused to
come 10 the negotiation table insisting that Ogaden was pant of Somalia

As far as the Sudan i1s concerned, after rounds of discussions we
came to a mutual agreement. (For details, see the official documents.)
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Efforts to Draft New Constitution (1955)

While we were debating sbout Eritrea and other important matters, |
persistently advised the Emperor to replace the 1930 constitution because
of thx following reasons:

i) As the socicty advances, the state must be a step ahead revitaliang
its govermnance in a timely fashion; the old constitution had served its
purpose, but it is presently outdated.

i) After the Second World War, the state of affairs had changed
dramatically throughout the world that we have to attunce ourselves
for such changes.

i1) Having a modern, democratic constitution could eam us a favourable
image from the intemational community, that impression would give
impetus for our request.

Though the Emperor approve of the improvement. there was,
however, strong resistance from the nobility who pronounced the
amendment was uncalled for. After inense debating, it was ugreed 10 set
up a consultative commission that would marshal the change. The
members of this commission were Bitweded Mekonnen, Tsehafe Tezaz
Woldegiorgis, Aro Yilma and myself. Amidst the members, 1 was the
only person who had legal training. Some expatriate lawyers, particularly
Monsicur Spencer used 1o work with us. At times, another foreign legal
specialist used to comment on our work.

The lawyers and | would present the drafi we prepared to the
commission members. Following a profound discussion, the conunission
would switch whatever neods to be changed, crossed out progressive
ideas, and then will send the amended drafl to the Crown Council for
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funther consideration. The Emperor chairs the council in which the
Crown Prince Asfa Wossen and Prince Ras Kassa attend ex officio. |
eltbomedlolheoomcilwhymmiclciswﬂnminapmkuhrum
drawing cxamples from the constitution of other countrics. Ras Kassa
then asked me to provide justification for each article. We produced
lbmuﬁﬁymiuiomofuhamnmwjm&ifymcncwlymmdmd
aricles. (This issue is very detailed, refer to the official document.)

In general, the nobility removed the anicles loaded with
mﬂveidasmmm;thmmommammit.ocspic
considerable  resistance, | succeeded in finalizing the cxisting
sonstitution. The Emperor always backed me. "Aklily, the government
proclaims this constitution in spite of strong resistance from the nobiluy
putting great faith and trust on you,” the Emperor's caveat resonates in
my mind.

| thanked the Emperor for the faith and trust he had on me,
assured him that the new constitution is cssential for the legacy of his
Majesty’s rule and for Ethiops, | canvassed, in due course of tme, a
more progressive constitution should be formulated and reassured His
Majeuylhiswwldnotmlmyhmwwiubooalhegmmm. To
circumvent undue responsibility, | wrote a note to the Emperor.
(Although the new constitution could not be considered fully democratsc
because it was resisted, it markedly changed the pattem of the old
constitution.)

AsﬂnEmorpoimodomonthcdayol’lhcpmchmlion.n
Mwukmmymnormchllwwronwucmc
constitution. The new comstitution was presented to parfiament for
approval al it was promulgated on 24 Tikemer 1948 (04 November
1955).
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The preparation phase of the constitution took the following

course

(8) In 1959, | called for amendments to the 1955 consttution.
Aecordinsly.acommmmmmdapmponlwu
presented 1o the Emperor,

(b) | would like to emphasize that even after the resignation of my
cabinet, 1 applied to the Emperor 1o change the constintion with
milcdmlmmmmpo&uomuapnmcmmuh
ootddﬁuiyaifhisopdnion.withoummymhuhyor
interference. The Emperor was wrapped up in the application, then it
was disclosed to the public.

7.1 Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Affairs Minister

Although | was appointed Deputy Prime Minister and Foraign Affairs
Minister from Hedar 1950 (November, 1957) for three years, | did not
have full authority over my post. The President and Chairman of the
Council of Ministers, Ras Abebe, had 1o approve all decisions. My major
Mymloforwudlhcdecism»pmwdbylhcﬂwlodn
various ministrics. Apart from this, | also camed out my dutics as the
Minister of Foreign Affairs. In spitc of my limied responsibility, |
managed to accomplish the following.

After the constitution was proclaimed, | proposed 1o the Emperor
the need 1o draft statutory laws regarding civil and commercial activities.
These were the Civil Code, Pancl Code, Commercial Code, Mantime
Code and Procedure Code. The Emperor agreed 10 my proposal. | was
well aware that we needed professional lawyers and specialists, and that
it would take a long time 10 prepare these codes.

1 went to Europe to search for well-seasoned professionals.
Having located world class specialists, I employed Professor David to
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draft the Civil Code, and another Professor to draft the Commercial
Code. Both professors taught at the Sochonne University. A professor
from a Swiss University was assigned to drafl the Cnimanal Law. All
three specialists came to Addis Ababa and were taken in by the
commussion which was formed 10 write the codes.

7.2 Prime Minister and Minister of Pen

I become Prime Minister and Minister of Pen (17 Apnl 1961) just after
the 1960 coup d'&at. | was quite aware that many reforms had to be
made in different ministrics and persistently remanded the Emperor how
npe our country was for accepting a substantial sct of reforms. The
Emperor agreed on many of the reform proposals.

I soughn for advice from my colleagues General Abye (who was
then a colonel), the Interior Minister; General Mered, the Defense
Minister; and Are Yilma, the Finance Minister. They agreed with my
view and decsded that | should draft the reform proposals and together
we planned to present it to the Emperor for his approval,

On 18 July 1961, the Emperor gave me his consent. The core
arcas that nceded reformation were the followang:

i)  consttutional amendment,

i) jundical reform,

i) land reform,

iv) provincial Intemal Adnunistration Laws reform,

v)  Local Governance Bylaws revision,

vi) burcaucratic (administration) reform,

vii) Pnme Ministenial and Ministerial authority provision,

viil) spreading education,

ix) Government Employees Bylaws,

x) Labour Relation Laws and the establishment of Labour Union
Office,

x1) Pension Law for government employees,
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x11)  Cival and Penal Codes procedure,
x111) National Five Years' Action Plan,
xiv) A Conflict of Interest Code

M AKhER Tabtewold wath his cabinet nunisterns

First row: General Merod Mongesha, Defosce, Teshafe 7 'Ezaz Abhlu Habtewold, Prime
Minisser, 4% Yilma Deressa, Finance, Al Abebe Rotts, Agrcultere, Dejarmach Kedede

Fouema, Tanwnal Amy

Soovnd row Ao Tadesss Yakob, Commmssioncer of FPossion asd Uil Servae, A
Amanuel Abrham, Post, Telgphone and Telegraph, Dgammach Kefle Ergets, National
Secunty; Ao Scyoum Hareget, Minister of States, PM's office; 420 Kesema Yifre, Forogn
Affairs. Dejzmachk Germachew  Teblehawanat, Public Health, BSirwodad Astha
Woldemichael, Jastice, Major Asscfa Lomwma, Miney; Dr Mizasse Haile, Infornmatson

Thisd row. Dr Hulcgiorgis Workneh, Muyor, Dojazmach Mohammed Abdurbman,
Mesistor of State, Intersor, 442 Salah Himit, Publc Works

Founh row. 4o Worku Habtewold, Vice Minister for Municpalios, Intenor; 4ro Belete
Gebrctsadik, Land Reform, Are Getshun Tessema, Community Deveiopment, Aso
Abalework Habtewold, Education, Ao Msmeno Tadesse, Minisser, PM s office
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To study and adopt these changes seven or eight commissions,
drawn from different ministries, were established under the Pnme
Minsiter’s office. The Supervisory Commission under my charmanship
meluded General Abye, General Mered and Afo Yilma. (For details see
existing official documents. )

The Constitutional Reform Commission was chaired by Aro Abebe
Retta and its members were Colonel Tamarat Yegezu, Lij Endalkachew
Mckonnen, Aro0 Mammo Tadesse, Ato Ketema Yifru, Defazmach Seyum
Mammo, A Getachew Kibret and Mr, Paradise [?7). The rest of the
commissions were also staffed by prominent government figures. The
Land Reform Commussion, for instance, was first chaired by Colonel
Tamurat, succeeded by Ao Tadesse Yakob and later by Ao Akalework
Habtewold.

When the commissions are through with one stage of the work,
we sat for debricfings with the supervising commuttce. The mecting's
deliberations were broadcasted on radio and newspapers.

The Constitutional Reform Commission submits its proposal for
the supreme commission's consideration. After examining the proposal
and endorsing it, we presented the final version to the Emperor. The
Emperor did not comment for fundamental changes 10 be made We
followed the same ritual to assess the work of the commissions and to get
it endorsed. The reform proposals were endorsed by the Emperor afler
consultation with the Crown Council and Council of Ministers, (For
details, see the official document. )

Consequently, while 1 was Prime Minister, the following laws
were formulated and became operational
1)  The second and third Five Years Strategic Plans of Ethiopia,
i)  Pension Policy and laws for Government Employees;
)  Policy and Bylaws of Government Employees Administration,
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iv)

v)

Vi)
vii)

viil)
ix)
x)
xi)
Xit)

7.3

Employees and Employers Liaison Laws (Labour Relation Law),
Bylaw for Intermal Administration of provinces (parliazment did not
want 1o promulgate this as a Law);

Public Cooperatives’ Policy,

The Land Reform; the abolishment of tnbute payment on church
land; parhiament was debating on a proposed law that concemns the
relationshup between tenants and the landlord. As members of
parliament refused 1o pass the Land Reform Law, an altemative
Anicle was prepared - the Landholding Limitation and a
Registration form. (For details see the record from the Ministry of
Land Reform file);

Policy of Governance:;

Judges' Appomntment Law and the extent of their authonty;

Civil and Penal Codes procedure,

Prime Minister’s and Minister's authonity and duties; and

Military Service Law.

Organization of African Unity

Much cffort was geared to cstablish the Organization of African Unity
(OAU). 1 will bniefly point out the major tasks accomplished,

a. The Afnican continent was divided o three blocks, namely:

The Casablanca group,
The Monrovia group, and

. The Amb League groups.

b The first mecting 100k place in Lagos, in 1961, Ethiopa played a
major role at the mecting. Whale other African states were speaking
in English, French and Arabic, Ethiopia was the only country which
used a native officaal language: Amharic,
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We made substantial effort to nest the Headquarters at Addis Ababa,

where the preparation and signature of the Charter of Organization of
African Unity ultimately took place.

7.3.1 The Addis Ababa Conference

My office drafted the Charter with the help of a Latin American
expent,
hmmdhddbaui«uauwAﬁmemir
Ministers' meeting.

The Foreign Affair Ministers wanted African leaders 10 examine the
drafl when they convene after cight days. Hence they wanted 1o
postpone its signing for the next year.

I began lobbying key Foreign Affair Ministers, such as Dr Fawzi, the
Egyptian Forcign Affairs Minister, to get the Charter signed before
the closure of the Head of States' meeting,

The Forcign Affairs Ministers unanimously agreed on the final draft
of the Charter before the meeting of the Heads of States began.
While the Heads were making opening speeches, & commission of
Foreign Affairs Ministers was pulling together the draft into shape.
(We only had five days.) We get the Emperor 10 recommend to the
Heads of states not to conclude the meeting without signing The
Chaner.

The Foreign Affair Mmisters' Council presented s report on which
the members debate.

We exhorted the Ministers who insist on postponing it.

Finally, the Charter of Organization of African Union was officially
signed on May 1963 at 5:00 a.m. at daybreak.
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\{1 1

Ak lu wekoming Ghapatan Mroadent Kwame Nlurusma when the proudent came 10 s

Ahaba o signing the Alncan Himon € harsoy

7.3.2 The Cairo Conference

o In 1963, it was agreed that the first meeting of the Organszation of
Afncan Unity should be held in Cairo

o We tried 10 the utmost to make Addis Ababa the seat of the
headguarters of the Organization of Afrcan Unity

*  While the mecting was i session and the debale was In progress

(August 1964), | proposed Addis Ababa 10 b the scat of the
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Headquarter of Organization of African Unity. The Heads of States
welcomed my proposal with a warm ovation.

* At the meeting the lcaders unanimously passed a decision that
boundaries of all states will sustain as were demarcated dunng the
colonsal period,

7.3.3 OAU’s benefit to Ethiopia

Ethiopia has benefited tremendously from the settlement of the
Organization of African Unity in Addis Ababa. Some of the advantages
can be listed as:

a. Economic: At present the number of embassies has reached sevemy;
Addis Ababa became a centre for intemational meetings, and the
Organization of African Unity becam a source of employment.

b. Prestige: Various intermational organizations also based their
Headquarters in Addis Ababa.

¢. Political: The OAU contnibuted greatly when 1 experienced difficult
political circumstances, ¢.¢ with Somalia etc.

I persuade leading Western countries such as the USA, UK and
France to nestle the Headquarters of the Economic Commission for
Affnica (ECA) in Addis Ababa way 10 early before the opening of African
Umty.

7.4 Efforts to boost our National Defence capacity
74.1  Meeting with American top officials

In 1953, 1 contended the Mutual Assistance Agreement signing with
officials of the United States government in the following manner.
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A) The Emperor instructed me to travel 1o the United States to purchasc
12,000 fircarms. At that time we were not allowed 1o buy any
military weapons, even with our own money.

B) Upon my arrival in Washington D.C,, | refused to discuss my mission
with any other member of the United States government except for
President Eisenhower. This was to forward our request to the most
senior authority to give the matter greater weight. The officials
refused my request and | kept waiting for five days Finally 1 was
given an appointment to see the president.

C) I explaned 10 the president the purpose of my mission, he was
greatly impressed. (The issue is 100 detailed.)

D) Right away he telephoned the Foreign Affairs Minister, Mr. Dulles
and told him to arrange a meeting with me.

E) | requested General Mulugetta Buli 1o come immediately to assist me
in the negotiation with Mr. Dulles. We were the only delegates
throughout the discussions. | reminded Mr. Dulles of our previous
dialogue at the Paris Peace Conference. The meeting was held in a
good and friendly atmosphere. | expressed our need for assistance
from the United State concerning weapons supply instcad of
purchasing them with our own budget. He said his deparntment has
the willingness but suggested that we need to convince Pentagon.

F) The State Department organized a grand meeting for us with
Pentagon officials and Generals. We did a profound questioning and
answering. Impressed with our explanations they gave us favourable
1ESpOnNses.

G) We pressed on our discussions with the State Department on the
following 1ssucs.

1) The case of MAAG (Military Assistance Advisory Group),
i) The annual provision of arms and military equipment,
i) The Kagnew Base (telecommunication centre) at Asmara.
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Discrzvann with USA Prosadent Dwaghs Fesenbower in 1964

Of these three, we endorsed with our signature the Military

Assistance, and the Kagnew Base (1elecommunication centre) at Asmara

In summary, | can state it was generally due to my own etlons
that we succeeded 10 obtain all the above-mentioned military equipment
The Emperoc’s felicitations telegram that was sent to me is deposited in

the archives
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74.2 Dialogue with US government officials

During the United States - Cuba crisis, General Mered Mengesha, the
Minister of Defence, visited United States. In 1966, the Emperor visited
President Kennedy, As a result, the following military hardware were
obtained:
F5-8(7)

* 2000 LB (for training) [?)

In the same year, the Emperor visited President Johnson and
discussed the same issuc. Present with the Emperor were General
Woldesclassie Bercka, Ao Ketema Yifru and Dr Misasse Haile.

In 1970, the Emperor visited President Nixon and further
discussed the issuc of military assistance. Present with the Emperor were
General Kebebe Gebre, Aro Mammo, Ao Ketema and Ato Minasse
Lemma.

The Emperor again visited President Nixon in 1973 and
discussed the same issuc. President Nixon assured us that his government
would give the matter a serious consideration. Present with the Emperor
were General Kebede, General Assefa Ayene and A% Minasse Lemma.

7.4.3 The Ogaden issue

Regarding the Ogaden controversy, the Council de Defence 64 was
established, staffed by General Kenede, General Assefe and General
Deresse Dubale. The discussions focused on financial, foreign issues and
intevnal atfairs. Aficr my repeated appeal last abowt 7 10 ¥ months, in Tir
1965 PJanuary 727] the Americans agreed 10 give us six million dollars.
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744 Listof requisites

The Amencan govemnment requested us 1o submit a requisition and
estimation of the cost. We submatted a hist requesting the United States
government $400 million for deferwe The United States Treasury
Sccretary was asked 10 endorse the requasition. However, the Scecretary
delayed the matter on the pretext that it was still under review,

The Emperor's visit approached, and subsequently he made
official visit in 1973. To avoid any funther delay of our request by the
United State government, | discussed the matter with General Asscfa,
General Kebede, and Afo Minnaase Lemma. We prepared another list
with our minimum requirements.

745 Preparation to Travel

It was agreed that | should travel and present the new proposal. An
appoimment was requested with the United State government; however,
before | could undertake this mission, the governmental cnsis [of 1974)
oceurred,
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Prune Masdor and Mackame Ay Habsewold



List of Prominent Ethiopians Referred in the Book

(Names are listed alphabetically and dates are given to the
Gregorian calendar)

Abebe Arcgayc, Ras (1905-1960).
Governor; Minister in the Ministnes of Defence, Intenor; as well
as Chairman of the Council Ministers.

Abebe Retta, Aro (1909-1974).
Minister in the Mimstries of Public Health, Commerce and
Industry, Agriculture, Ambassador and Crown Counsellor.

Abiye Abebe, Licutenant-General (1916-1974),

Govemor; Ambassador, the Emperor's Representative in Entrea;
Minister in the Ministries of Justice, Defence, Intenior; President of
the Senate.

Akalework Habtewold, Are (1910-1974),
Minister in the Ministries of Education, Agnculture, Justice; and
Ambassador.

Andargachew Messai, Ras Bitwoded (circa 1900-7).
Govemnor, the first Impenial representative in Entrea; Mimister in
the Ministries of Justice, and Interior; and Crown Counsellor,

Asfa Wossen Haile Sclassie, Crown Prince (1916- 7).
Haile Silassie's eldest son, Governor of Wello province and Crown
Counsellor.
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Assefa Ayene, Major General (1917-1974).

Commander-in-Chief of the Air Force; Minister of Transport and
Communication.

Dawit Equbce’igzi, Blata (circa 1900-1974).

Deputy Mayor of Addis Ababa; Minister of State, Foreign Affuirs.
Endalkachew Mckonnen, Lij (1927-1974).

UN Permanent Representative; Ambassador, Minister in the
Ministries of Commerce and Industry, Post, Transport and
Telecommunication; and Prime Minister.

Ephrem Teweledmedhin, Blata (circa 1900- ),

Counscllor; Charge dé Affaire; Ambassador; and Crown
Counsellor.

Haile Selassie | Atse, Emperor (1929-1975).
Emperor of Ethiopia from 1930 to 1974,

Kebede Gebre, General (1918-1974).
Governor; Minister of Defence.

Kefle Ergetu, Dejazmach (1907-1994).

Minister i the Ministnies of Forcign Affairs, Commerce and
Industry.

Lorenzo Taczaz, (Dr) Blatengeta (1900-1947).

Minister of Foreign Affairs; PM and Ambassador.

Mammo Tedesse, Ato (1924- 7).

Minister of State in the Prime Mimster's Office; Mimister in the
Ministries of Justice, and Finance.
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Meckbeb Damte, Ato (1901- 1996).
Vice Mimster of Transport, Electric Power Authonty,
Municipality, Minister without Profile; Minister d'Eta of Post and
Telecommunication.
Mckonnen Habtewold, At (1900-1960),
Minister in the Ministry of Agniculture, Finance, Interior, and
Commerce.

Mered Mengesha, Licutenant-General (1912-1966),
A.D.C. 10 the Emperor, Govemor, Chief of Staff; and Minster of
Defence.

Minassc Haile, Dr. (1930- 7).

Ambassador, Minister in the Ministnies of Information, and
Foreign Affairs.

Minasse Lemma, Ao (circa 1912- 7).

Mimster in the Mimistnes of Finance, Mines and State Domain;
Govemnor of National Bank of Ethiopia.

Mulugeta Buli, Major-General (1917-1960),

Commander of the Impenal Body Guard; Chief of Staff; and
Minister of National Community Development,

Negga Haile Silassie, Major General (circa 1910- 7).
Govemor and Ambassador.

Petros Sahilu, Aro fcirca 1920- 7).
Assistant Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and Ambassador,

Tedla Bahiry, Dejazmach (1914 -7).
Chief Executive of Entrea; Ambassador; and Senator,
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Teferaworq Kidanewold, Tsehafe T 'ezaz (1906-1974),

Private Secretary to the Emperor; Minister of Pen; Minister of the
Palace and Crown Counsellor.

Weldegiorgis Woldeyohannes, Tsehafe T'ezaz (1902-7).

Minister in the Ministries of Interior, Justice; and Governor.
Woldemariam Ayele, Blarengeta (circa 1900- 7),

Minister of Interior; Head of Mining Department; and Mimister to
France.

Workneh, Martin, Hakim (Dr) (7).

Minister of the Ethiopian Legation in London.

Yelma Deressa, Ato (1907-2).

Minister in the Ministries of Finance, Foreign Affairs, Commerce,
Industry and Tourism.

Zewde Gebrehiwot, Bitwoded (7).

Ambassador; Major; Minister of Interior; Governor; and President
of the Senate.




Alega
Ato

Atse
Blata
Blatengetta

Bitwoded
Dejazmach

Fitawrari
Grazmach

Kegnazmach

Negus
Ras

Tsehafe Tezaz

Weyvzero

Glossary

Chief Pniest.

Common male ttle of respect, an English
cquivalent 1s Mr.

Emperor.

Honorific title normally for court officials.
Administrator of the palace, prominent court
official.

“The Favourite”. High court Title often used
with Ras.

General, and nommally govemor, second
only to Ras.

Commander of Vanguard.

"Commander of the Left". Middle ranked
military or administrauve officer.
"Commander of the Right”. Middle ranked
military or administrative officer.
"Child/Son". Hononfic title usually bom by
a descendant of & royal family.

King.

"Head”. Duke, govemor, held by leading
nobility, second only to Negus.

Head of the Royal Scribes; Keeper of the
Royal Secal, a title for the Minister of Pen,
Common female title of respect, an English
equivalent is Mrs.
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I'he recoliections of our former prime mmsicr will now be accessible 10 the
coming pencrations 0 leam and 10 judpe kis accomplishments. Porsomally, |
find it bard w0 mmgine how an indvidual in such a deplorable condstion could
find mental tangquility 1o wirte such 2 memorabie account. | e learmed quite
2 Jot about the bastory of our country as well as the contributsons of Prime
Munsster Aklile Habtewold, which is far beyond what 1 coudd eapect 10 gather
m oy archive
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